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THIS AUDUBON VIEW

Jim Bonney ASNPExecutive Direcor

We hear much talk about Global Warming — its causes, its potential impac
and the need to take immediate action to reverse the current trends. Hyperb
exudes from all sides of the issue with a result that most people are left worr
and not knowing what they can or should do to help the situation.

Both National Audubon Society and Audubon Society of Western
Pennsylvania have a long history of investigating and sorting through comple
issues. We are committed to helping the public understand those complexitie
and providing clear and meaningful actions people can take to make a differ

| am pleased to inform you that National Audubon recently announced the
appointment of Anne R. Crowley as the new outreach coordinator for global
warming in Pennsylvania. Working with the national policy office, Anne will
lead the effort to educate and activate members about global warming and

related energy/conservation legislation. Audubon is a leader in the energy poli

discussions that are taking place in Washington and Harrisburg.

ASWP will be working closely with Anne to develop programs specifically
western Pennsylvania. Additionally, Anne will be working with our staff and t
National Audubon education staff on a new interactive global warming exhib
that will be coming to Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve later this year.
Beechwood is one of only five centers across the country designated to rece
one of these interactive exhibits.

Anne will also be here to introduce herself to the chapter and present the
latest information and actions on the Global Warming issue. Please check ol
website, aswp.org, for a schedule of events surrounding her upcoming visit.

—Jim

ASNPorg

For up-b-the minue info on events, as vell as a full-color ersion of the Bulletin, visit
us on-line at aswp.org.
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ASNP Enrironmental Educabr Scdt Detwiler captures the autumn reds of this
dogwood.
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ASWP News

Get Involved

Seeking Volunteer Naturalists

As the price of gasoline goes up, you may entertain the fantasy of drilling in
your back yard for your own personal supply. We all know that would The Audubon
probably not end well, as drilling would make a pretty big dent in your back
yard’s environment. But there is something you can do in your “back yard,” so Nature Store
to speak, to make long term positive gain for the environment: Come be a Your source for outdoor prodicts!
Volunteer Naturalist at Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve.

Our Volunteer Naturalist corps touches the lives of thousands of children a Fall is near!
year. We take them on walks in the woods, show them some cool things, and
play a simple game or two — all to encourage them to learn that nature is a
wonderful thing that deserves attention. We hope that someday when these

» Stock up on quality seed
* Replace oldekedes

children are adults making decisions about the environment, they will  Start shoppingof the
remember this personal connection. nature-leer on
No prior experience is needed, just a love of nature and enthusiasm for your holidy_
working with kids. We will give you all the rest, including training in lesson list
plans and basic natural history. A typical volunteer serves at least 10 hours pe
month during the school year — a little more in spring in fall, a little less in Fall Hours

winter. 9 am-5 pm Tue—Sat
. . . . 1 pm-5 pm Sunday
Our next training series will be six Mondays, September 8 through October

13, 2008, from 9:30 to 2:30 each day. Act 48 hours for teachers are also

) } _ o _ Beechwod Farms
available. For more information, visit aswp.org/naturalist.nhtml or contact Scott: Nature Reserve
sdetwiler@aswp.org or 412-963-6100 ext. 20. Fox Chapel

aswp.org - 42-963-6100

Audubon Cent er for
Native Plants

Come see what’s blooming!

Fall Plant Sale
Satuday, September 6
9 am-2 pm

*R eceiwe discounts and epert
advice on natie plants
* Proceeds suppot ASWP

aswp.org - 4.2-963-6100
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Natural Misconceptions

Most of us were introduced to the “Building Blocks of Lifef in
Elementary School. The food pyramid was reviewed and w¢ learned
about protein, iron, and fiber (I never liked milk so I'll skip the dairy
portion). Later, we learned the different roles that each of thgse elements
play in our daily metabolism — how they help to build strong bones and
muscle, provide energy, and keep us healthy. While the spegifics of
nutrition was learned from elementary and secondary educdtion classes,
most of our childhood eating habits were most likely learned from what
our parents gave us to eat.

Natural Misconception #1

Much like humans, birds rely on their parents to learn
which foods to eat and where to find it. One such example is
the Ruby-throated Hummingbird, the focus of Natural
Misconception #1. When asked what a hummingbird eatsNatural Misconception #3
most people will immediately reply “nectar.” Some will At ASWP, we often receive telephone calls about baby
continue with stories of how many hummingbirds come to American Robins that have fallen from the nest. Robins have
their feeders; others will be satisfied with their ‘correct’ ~ done a very good job of adjusting to human disturbances.
answer. But have you ever wondered where hummingbirdg'hey choose to feed in our lawns during the breeding season
get their protein and iron? From insects. While nest in trees, shrubs or ledges around our homes; and
hummingbirds do consume nectar on a daily basis, nectar generally occur everywhere food resources allow. However,
provides only carbohydrates. These carbohydrates fuel théhe “appearance” of American Robins in springtime serves as
insatiable metabolism of hummingbirds while they search fyatural Misconception #3. While you may continue to use
insects. Some hummingbirds may occasionally visit nectarthe appearance of a robin in your yard as sign of spring,
feeders; others seem to spend the entire day there. But allrobins actually stay in Pennsylvania year-round. In northern
hummingbirds spend portions of their day eating soft-bodigdimates, robins do in fact migrate south for winter.
insects — aphids, gnats, spiders, and ants provide the However many of Pennsylvania’s robins stay put throughout

“Building Blocks of Life” for these tiny birds. the winter months. The difference? Their choice of food
resources. In winter, your lawn is frozen and worms are
Natural Misconception #2 dormant. To compensate, American Robins eat fruits and

Assume you find a baby hummingbird on the ground in berries in winter. The birds are less visible because they
your yard, what should you do? This leads into Natural ~ spent most of their time in wooded habitats that provide
Misconception #2: If you touch a baby bird, the parent will food resources and adequate shelter form the elements.
smell human scent and shun it. This is completely incorrec®ftentimes, robins can be found in huge flocks during
Except for a small group of birds which use scent for locatiwgiter months. Last winter, a flock of tens of thousands of
food (ie. vultures), birds do not have a developed olfactoryrobins congregated near Carnegie each evening.
system. A parent bird cannot smell the young bird, nor can it There are many resources available to learn more about
smell you. So, if you know where the nest is, gently place tiBy birds, animals, and plants ‘behave’ in the ways they do.
bird, hind-end first, back into the nest. If the bird is Check out our Audubon Nature Store for books, visit the
feathered, leave it alone. It's likely old enough — or nearlylibrary, or even check out reputable websites to learn more
old enough — to fly. The parents will use calls to identify ti@out our natural world.

bird's location and will continue caring for it Contributed by Brian Shema, Director of Conservation
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Ask the Naturalist

Q: Where do insects go in winter?

Like mammals, reptiles, and birds, insects have a variety There are exceptions. Monarchs migrate to Mexico and
of strategies for winter survival. But insects define winter mourning cloaks hibernate as adult butterflies beneath bark
“survival” a little differently than do mammals and other bigto burst forth on a warm early spring day. The paper wasp
fauna. For larger animals, survival generally means you, asgaeen buries herself in leaf litter on the forest floor, and
individual, survived. But for insects, it's about family, so to starts the colony from scratch in the spring.
speak. As long as your genes (the material in your cell A few colonial insects with permanent homes, like ants
chromosomes that defines your species) make it to spring, iih their hills and honeybees in their hives, do survive in
counts as having survived. Most adult insects die before  significant numbers as adults. Their winter numbers are
winter. What actually lives through the winter are their reduced to a skeleton crew of adults, plus the queen. They
offspring — their eggs, larva, or pupa. have just enough workers to get the colony jump-started

A praying mantis egg case will surprise you with 1000 when spring finally arrives. But those overwintering adults
tiny mantids if you bring it inside in winter. The famous are among the first to die after the new year’s generation
wooly bear caterpillar sleeps in caterpillar form all winter comes of age. The only member of the colony that survives
beneath a log or a leaf pile, becoming an adult isabella motle see the next summer is the queen — the carrier of the
the following spring. The goldenrod ball gall fly rests as a colony’s genetic heritage. In insect terms, that means that if
pupa within its goldenrod ball gall house after its host plantthe queen makes it, or an egg makes it, or a larva, that insec
dries out in autumn’s frosts. The dragonfly egg grows into &as “survived.”
flightless nymph that overwinters in a pond, and won't leave
the water in flight until the sun shines in May, or later. Contributed by Scott Detwiler, Environmental Educator

ASWP Announces SCA Intern p

We’'re pleased to announce the start of a joint
venture with Audubon Pennsylvania and the
Student Conservation Association (SCA). In June,
two SCA interns began work at and around Todd
Nature Reserve, and will continue their work for
the next yearFranny Ritchie of Albany, NY, who
recently completed her master’s degree in
environmental history from State University of
New York, will work with community members in
the Buffalo Creek Watershed to raise awareness
and coordinate conservation activitiégevin
Mault of Churchville, PA, who earned his
bachelor's degree in environmental studies from
Evergreen State College in Olympia, Washington, —1
will design a trail in the new 42 acre parcel of Tod ‘
Nature Reserve. Kevin will also initiate invasive 7
species eradication and assist with ASWP’s Barn I
Owl research. —_—

b,
4%
ALLEGHENY COUNTY$S

FECEND BUFFALO CREEK VALLEY IBA
\ BUFFALO CREEK
> I:l WATERSHED BOUNDARY PRESERVED LAND

©  MAJOR TOWNS PA GAMELAND

/eS\Dispiay_Map_special_s:

SCA Interns will focus on Todd Nature Reserve and the Buffalo Creek Watershed.
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_OlAudubon Society

Upcoming Events

All events take place at Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve. Call 412-963-6100 to make reservations.

NE a a
s 1 CA

On the Tails programs take place outdoos. Please dressdr the All events take place at Beetiwood Farms Nature
weather and expect some valking! Reserve unless aherwise naed.
Reserve your space: 4.2-963-6100 Applejamm
Wednesday Walks: Saturday, Septembgr 27, _10:00 am-4:00 pm
ASWP’s annual family festival helps you to get to the core
September 3, 10, 17, 24; October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 of family fun! Make a scarecrow, find a needle in a haystack,
Stroll our footpaths with ASWP naturalists. Free to the public. listen to live music, enjoy apple foods, and participate in
9:00 am other crafts, demonstrations and educational activities
throughout the grounds.
Family WalkAbouts: Free for all ages.

Seed Spectacular Scavenger Hunt Creatures of the Night

Sunday, September 14 N o Friday, October 24 or Saturday, October 25

Parachutes, helicopters, and hitchhikers.; discover seeds and the IocalDelight i T e S e T S G R

ﬂl?gtgsegaég ;)c;d#](é?ntt;]:g !$5 per nonmember o_r-treat with the animals. Firefl_ies guide you on a trailside

Reservations requested. hike to encounter larger-than-life nocturnal creatures. _

2:00 pm—4:00 pm Hear the hoot of Great Horned Owl, observe the acrobatics
of Fying Squirrel, prickle your imagination with Porcupine,
play ‘possum with Opossum, and create a stink with

Fall FO“age Hike Skunk! Snacks, drinks, crafts and story-telling are
Sunday, October 12 provided. Come in costume for twice the fun!
Immerse yourself in the colors of autumn while learning to identify treeshS per member; $8 per nonmember

through their foliage. To register: 412-963-6100.

All ages; $2 6r membess; $5 per nonmember 6:30 pm or 7:30 pm

Reservations requested.
2:00 pm—4:00 pm .
Developing Your Personal Engagement

Winter Birds Plan for Global Climate Change
Sunday, November 9 Wednesday, October 1
Start practicing for the 2008 Christmas Bird Count! Explore the reserveélobal climate change will impact you. What can you
in search of Beechwood’s avian residents and winter migrants. do to help mitigate its effects? Anne Crowley, National
All ages; $2 6r members; $5 per nonmember Audubon Society's State Outreach Coordinator for
Reservations requested. Global Warming, will assist you to build a personal
2:00 pm—4:00 pm strategy for combatting this global crisis.

Fee

Winter Tree ID 7:00 pm

Sunday, December 7

Learn how to identify common trees without the need to see their leaves!
All ages; $2 6r membess; $5 per nonmember

Reservations requested.

2:00 pm—4:00 pm

6 WWW .aswp.or g




ASWP Events

Programs tale place at Beechwod Farms Nature Reserve unless dherwise naed. Reserve your space: 42-963-6100

Adult Eco-Series
All Adult Eco-Series pgrgrams are eligible ér Act 48
credits for teachers.

Seeds, Nuts and Berries

Saturday, September 13

Learn to identify a variety of trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants
by their preferred seed packaging and seed dispersal adaptations.
Adults; $2 for members; $5 per nonmember

Reservations requested.

10:00 am-12:00 pm

BWAYS Uelg :0l0yd "1a42adpoopn paljjag-pay

Project Feeder Watch

Saturday, November 8

Project FeederWatch, operated by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology

in partnership with the National Audubon Society, Bird Studies

Canada, and Canadian Nature Federation, is a winter-long survey

of birds that visit feeders at backyards, nature centers, community .
areas, and other locales in North America. ASWP will prepare you Western Pennsylvanla
to be a FeederWatcher, supporting our efforts in this important

citizen science project. Mushroom Club
Adults; $2 per member; $5 per nonmember o ] _
Reservations requested. Mushroom Trivia with Frank Lotrich

10:00 am-12:00 pm Tuesday, September 16

What role do mushrooms play in the social conflicts between

Evergreen Ecology Tibet and China?Which organism is far larger than the
Saturday, December 6 largest Redwood?Find out the answers to these questions
Why do some plants possess viable leaves during the winter, and and more as you explore all things fungi.

how do they combat the elements to survive the seasons? Free to the public.

Investigate the structure and function of evergreens and discover 7:00 pm
them above—and below—the snow!

Adults; $2 per member; $5 per nonmember Election of Officers & Open Forum
Reservations requested.
10:00 am—12:00 pm Tuesday, October 21

Club officers will be elected and club members will share
mushroom stories, experiences, and slides. Results of the

Teacher Workshop club’s photography contest will be announced.
. , Free to the public.

Perspectives on Penn’s Woods: A Thoughtful 7:00 pm

Approach to Teaching Land Use

Saturdays, October 4 and 11 Mushrooms and Art

Build an understanding of the natural communities of western PA Tuesday, November 18
and learn to connect this understanding to environmental issues
of our region. Participants will receifée Leopold Education
Project—Lessons in a Landticalum guide, a copy of

Club Historian & Workshop Chair, Joyce Gross, has collected
a wide variety of mushroom-inspired art created by amateurs

] and famous artists from all over the world. Be inspired by
Le_opold SA Sand County Almaaad sgppler_nental LEP_ resources. unigue presentations of mushrooms from the eyes of artists.
Bring a bag lunch each day. Class time will be both indoors and Free to the public

outdoors; Please dress accordingly. 7:00 pm
K—12 teachers and interested adults should visit aiu3.néto '
register.

www .aswp.org 7




ASWP Events

Programs tale place at Beetwood Farms Nature Reserve.
Reserve your space: 4.2-963-6100

Fledglings
All programs: 3-5 years of age with a caregier present
$8/member pair; $10/non-member pair

10:00 am—-11:15 am

Reservations are required

Cricket Cachophony
Thursday, September 18

Discover crickets, those evening music-makers that add to the
many night sounds of western PA.

Snoozing and Snoring

Thursday, October 9

It's time to settle in for a long winter's nap . . . but which animals
actually do that? Discover hibernation and other adaptations to
colder seasons.

Turkey Trot

Thursday, November 13
Your little polts will delight in learning fun facts about wild
turkeys, and tracking them through the Reserve

Scouts

Scout Badge Day

Saturday, October 18; 10:00 am—12:00 pm or 1:00 pm—
3:00 pm

Troops can fulfill requirements towards nature-related badges,
arrows, try-its or other awards for most levels of scouting.
Naturalist-led sessions are scheduled on a first-registered, first-
choice basis. Visit www.aswp.org for a list of badge offerings.
Scouts with Toop Leades: $5.00 per scout. kll payment
required to hold resewation. Space is limied and flls quickly.

Bird Study Merit Badge for Boy Scouts

All About Birds Interest Project for Girl Scouts

Saturday, December 13; 9:00 am—4:00 pm

Interested in the fastest-growing outdoor activity in America?
Winter is one of the best times of the year to bird watch! Bird
Study Merit Badge and All About Birds Interest Projects are fun,
easy, andcan be earned in one day. Fee includes instruction,
materials, supplies, and lunch.

Eagle Scout candidats and Cadé¢te/Senior Girl Scouts

$20 per scout Registration required.

Get to the Core of Family Fun
September 27

10 am—4 pm

Scarecow making, lie music,
apple cider candy apples, and
activities for the whole amily.

Admission is Free

Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
412-963-6100 - aswp.org

Creatures of the Nigpt

Trick or Treat with the animals

Fiday Oct 24 « Saturday Oct 25

Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
412-963-6100 - aswp.org

www .aswp.org




ASWP Scrapbook

Summer Fun

Proceeds from the Secret Garden Party silent auction raised money for Shannon’s Camp Fund, which allows students who may not otherwise be able, to
participate in ASWP’s summer camps. And their was plenty of fun to be had this summer! Top row photos from left: Campers in our EcoScene
Investigations camp were deputized by the Pennsylvania Game Commission so that they could investigate a poaching crime; Survival Games campers
tried their hand at grinding corn meal, as Doctor Kinorea “Two Feather” Tigri imparted Native American skills and wisdom (bottom left); Ken and Missy
Blazer flank Coleman Wilson, whose family’s home and gaittemer rightyere the perfect backdrop for the The Secret Garden Party.

saybnH 1ges :oloyd

Photo: Trisha O’Neill

saybnH 1ges :o10yd

Above photos: Rachel Handel
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Secret Garden Party & Tour

MENIELS

Gay Banes

Ms. Donna McHolme THANK YOU toour

Mr. Emely Szalai

Mr. and Mis. William Maley S P O N S O R S
Mr. and Mss. Michael
Dempster SECRET GARDEN P,

Edward E. Rieck
Ms. Sandra Goldsmith

Secret Garden Party and Tour Lead Sponsor:

George Schmidt “
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Maup Y &
Mr. and Mis. William Sullian BNY MELLON

Mr. Hovard Beasock Sr
Mrs. Shirley Joseph and Bt
Hendrickson

Mr. and Mrs. Robert @ PNC
Shellbaugh Silver Level Sponsor:
Ms. Marjorie Brannan

Mr. William Seyler

Ms. Eelyn Moses

Ohio \alley Hospital Nirses’
Alumni

Secret Garden Party Host:

Bronze Level Sponsors:

The David and Susan Bartlett Family
Thomas L. Roberts The Evan and Tracy Segal Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Rberts Howard Hanna Real Estate Services

Lawn Maintenance Services Co., Inc.

Betty and Ben Dell

Ms. Michelle A Giits Garden Level Sponsors:
Fox Chapel Garden Club

Frank Fuhrer Wholesale
GardenerOs Eye
Guyasuta Garden Club
Tom Lisowski Landscaping

William Linhart
Mrs. Jane Véntling

Thomas Lewis Roberts Schroeder Industries
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tate Squaw Run Garden Club C .
Woodland Garden Club /:.lléuc!prnV §0§lety

Richard Bauerle
“The Bridge Goup”

Secet Garden Committee

Ewent Chair—Patty Case

LucilaAndrich,Tingle Barnes,Susan B, Bill BodineJim Brainat, Marilyn Bruschi,
Jamal Leyde Allison Burganiancy Falegmiyy Favcett, Gretchen Gocklg, Saly Hardon, Gail
Ms. Arry formica Hofer, Berta Kgpoor, &nry Kelly,Kristi Coleman Lgman Christine LubimirLauen
Mallory,Jamie Patricnn Retrus,blie Schoeder, Lloyd Stary, Mary Margaet

Stany, Greer Stask, Patty Steffy,Sheri Wilson,®n Zaltman
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Membership

ASWP Gratfully Acknowledges the
Generous Suppot Received from the
Following Cormporations,
Foundation, and Trust Funds

$35,000
Laurel Foundation

$25,000
Fox Chapel District Association

$15,000-$24,999

Alleghery Regional Asse District

Clapp Charitable & Educationalriist

Western PA Watershed
Program/Community Bundation for
the Alleghenies

$5,000-$10,000

Dominion Bundation and Matching Gif
Program

Ecquitable Resources Foundation

The Florence Byer Foundation

Giant Eagle Bundation

Hawksglen Bundation

Henry C. Fick Educational End of the Buhl
Foundation

H.J. Heinz Copany Foundation

pair Networks, Inc.

PPG Industries éundation and Gif
Matching Pogram

Reliant Energy Bundation

Remmel Foundation though PNC Charitable
Trust Grant Review Commitee

Rockwell Foundation

Roy A Hunt Foundation

Schugar Charitable rmist

$2,500-$4,999
UPMC Health Plan

$1,000-$2,499

Armstiong Cement & Supply Cporation

BNY Mellon Financial Cpporation Rund — Gift
Matching Pogram

Consewation Council of the Bx Chapel Area

Michael Baler Coporation

NiSource/Columbia Gas of AR

Piccadilly Herb Club

The Echs

$500-$999

Amshel Charitable Bundation
Case/ Eqiipment Coporation
Fox Chapel Area Btary

H.L. Zere Associags, Inc
Norman C. Rg Tust
Respironics, Inc

$250-$499

Desai Family Rund of The Pittsburgh
Foundation

Ericsson, Inc. Matching Gi§ Program

L.E. Sommer & Sons Sdle

Moore Family Fund of the Pittsburgh Bundation

Wild Bids Unlimited

A Friends of Audubon Membership Makes a Great Gift

Audubon Sociay of Western Fennsyhania (ASVP), headgartered at
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve, is a norprofit organization
supported in large pat through membeship dues.

Membership Benefits

* 1 0% Discount on Nature Sire Puchases and Bid Seed

* Subscription to Bulletin Newsletter

* Library and Bacher Resource Cener Lending Privileges

* Tuition Discounts and Alvance Ndice On Education Rigrams
« In vitations to Nature Sbre Open Houses and Special Ents

» 1 00% Good Eeling for Suppoting Environmental Education

National Audubon Society Members

Did you know that less than $3 of yur NAS dues goesotsuppott ASNVP? By
joining Fiends of Auldubon, you suppott local Ervironmental Education and
Consewation.

Support ASWP By Becoming a Member

or Purchasing a Gift Membership

Nev or Renewal Membeiship Gif Membership*

0 Individual $35 o Family $50 o Naturalist $100 o Ecologist $250

o Conservationist $500 o Steward $1000 o0 Club Level $100

Your Name Email
Address City
State Zip Phone

Enployer (for matching gifs)

*|f this is a Gift Membership, please complete above section and th e following:
Recipient's Name
Address City
State Zip Phone

NOTE: Gif memberships will be sent directlya the recipient

How to list your recognition on the recipient nte:

Payment by : _ Check Enclosed ___ Credit @dplease conplete below)

Credit Cad # ExpiratioreDat

Mail with payment o: ASWP — Membeship - 8.4 Dorseyville Foad -Pittsburgh, R

A coyy of the oficial regigration and financial information may be obtained fom the Pennsylania
Department of Sate by calling bll free within Pennsylania 1-800-732-0999.
Regigration does nd imply endoisement.

www .aswp.org
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