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Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania is fortunate to have an endowment

that includes several separate funds. While the main endowment helps us keep

the lights on and pay the insurance bills, the funds are dedicated to specific

purposes. The Al Bircher Fund supports improvements at Todd Nature Reserve

and the Ruth Boyles Fund helps sustain our Environmental Education activities.

The Beulah Frey Scholarship Fund has enabled us to award two $1,000.00

scholarships every year to high school seniors pursuing environmental-related

degrees in college. Some of these funds were established through bequests and

named for the donor, while others were created through special events or

activities. 

I am honored to announce the creation of our newest fund — Shannon’s Camp

Fund. This fund, created in the memory of Shannon Wilson, a Fox Chapel Area

student who was tragically taken from us all too soon, will help us to provide

scholarships for children who otherwise would not be able to attend ASWP’s

Outdoor Discovery Camps. Initial money to start the fund will be coming from

auction proceeds at this year’s Secret Garden Party on June 21st. Ongoing

support of the fund will come from member donations and camp proceeds. It is

our hope that 20-30 students a year will be able to take advantage of this fund

and join us each summer. 

If you are not able to attend the Secret Garden Party this year, I hope you will

consider a donation to our new scholarship program. For more information on

Shannon’s Camp Fund, or any of our dedicated funds, please fell free to contact

our Development Office or me directly.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

About Our Cover
It’s the perfect time of year to be out digging in the dirt. Composting, going organic,
even using plants for stormwater management—this issue is packed full of ideas and
inspiration. And don’t forget, gardening is fun for the whole family. 

Jim Bonner, ASWPExecutive Director

The Bulletin is now available on our website, in full color!  Visit aswp.org, and click on
About Us to access it. 

ASWP.org

–Jim
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The National Audubon Society and Toyota have launched
TogetherGreen, a nationwide Audubon program to fund
conservation projects, train environmental leaders, and offer
volunteer opportunities to significantly benefit the environment.

A $20 million Toyota grant—the largest Audubon has
received in its 103-year history—will fund TogetherGreenfor five
years, enabling Audubon to expand the scope and reach of its
internationally-known conservation programs.

TogetherGreenwill include three program components:
• Innovation Grants to fund dozens of on-the-ground

projects each year that employ creative approaches and
engage diverse communities to help achieve measurable
land, water and/or energy conservation results.  Grant
requirements will broaden project participation and
promote innovation by uniting Audubon’s national network
with environmental and community partners.

• Conservation Fellowshipsto train and foster up to 200
promising environmental leaders who can serve as role
models, expert guides and organizers for engaging new and
diverse audiences  in effective conservation action.

• Volunteer Daysto be offered at Audubon Centers and
other locations nationwide, providing hands-on
opportunities to address environmental problems and take
part in restoration activities.   

“TogetherGreen is about giving people the knowledge, the

support and the opportunities they need to truly make a

difference,” said Audubon President John Flicker.  “We will

engage people of all ages, from every community and all walks of

life to help shape a healthier future.”
“Audubon has a long and successful history of encouraging

conservation of our natural ecosystems, and we are proud to
develop this initiative with them,” said Patricia Salas Pineda,
group vice president of Toyota Motor North America.  “Toyota
believes in supporting programs with long-term sustainable

Audubon and Toyota Announce Five-Year
Alliance to Promote Conservation Action and
Grow Leaders of Tomorrow

News from National Audubon

Leading Names from Corporate and Conservation Worlds Join to Engage New Audiences

results, and TogetherGreenfits perfectly with that
philosophy.”

Toyota plans to engage its 36,000 U.S. employees and
invite its business partners to join with others through
TogetherGreenas conservation volunteers to take the
individual steps that will add up to significant
conservation results.  

“Toyota employees have already been energized by
participation in volunteer activities at Audubon’s
Mitchell Lake Center in San Antonio, Texas,” said
Pineda.  “We’re excited by the promise of more
opportunities for them to be involved in hands-on
conservation efforts.”  Toyota is a long-time supporter of
Audubon Centers that deliver nature experiences,
conservation education and action opportunities to
previously underserved groups in urban communities.  

TogetherGreenwill also reach a diverse array of
audiences through TogetherGreen.org, scheduled to debut
later this spring. The site will help visitors discover
dozens of individual conservation actions to help them
independently “green” their lives.  It will provide
opportunities to challenge friends to take conservation
actions of their own.  Visitors will be able to follow the
evolving conservation efforts and achievements of
TogetherGreenprojects, and nominate and celebrate the
work of environmental heroes and projects across the
country.  Every aspect of TogetherGreen.orgwill be
designed to highlight and encourage conservation action.    

“The stakes for the future of our environment are
tremendous and Toyota and Audubon share a
commitment to inspire and empower Americans to make
a positive difference.” adds Flicker. “With our two
organizations working together, we plan to see true and
measurable results from TogetherGreen.”
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If you’re concerned about being exposed to harmful

chemicals in your garden, go organic in your own landscape;

you’ll also be helping your neighbors and environment. There’s

really no good reason to garden with chemical pesticides,

herbicides or fertilizers, it’s just that we’ve been conditioned

over the years by advertisers to use these products. Many

gardeners were also taught to garden by their parents, it’s a

habit to use chemicals and thinking about the garden

differently can be difficult. 

You know, an organic gardener isn’t much different than a

conventional one. We just have a different mind-set. Organic

growers use natural products to fend off disease and pests

when needed. We diagnose a problem and use a product that

affects the target specifically and not much more.

There’s one thing that you need to know about switching to

organic — improve the soil and plants will grow. When you

provide a soil that’s rich in nutrients, plants will thrive,

fighting off just about any pest infestation or disease. Good

4 www .aswp.or g

Going Organic in Your Garden

D��� O���� ���  J������ W�������

G��� O������
O��� ��� T�
� ��� I���� ��� G������ 
F������, V������, L���� ��� M���

F�� F����-������ and O��-������ A��
�

Ready to try your hand at more
natural gardening?  Check out
A Gardener’s Journal: Life With
My Garden, and Grow Organic:
Over 250 Tips and Ideas for
Growing Flowers, Veggies,
Lawns and More. Both titles
are by  Doug Oster and Jessica
Walliser, hosts of KDKA
Radio’s show “The Organic
Gardeners.” Visit
www.theorganicgardeners.com
to get your copies today!

soil is what gives gardeners their green thumb. The

problem is most of us don’t have fertile crumbly loam;

we’re battling heavy clay soils.

But clay in itself isn’t bad if it can be mixed with

organic matter. That’s where the hard part of organic

gardening begins — improving the soil by adding

organic matter like well-aged animal manure, compost,

mushroom soil, or dehydrated manure. By mixing these

amendments into the soil, we’re taking advantage of the

clay’s ability to retain water. The addition of the organic

matter lightens the soil, provides nutrients, and makes

the soil more viable. Your municipality might even give

away compost made from fall leaves, a great soil builder

— and it’s free.

Improving and maintaining the soil is not something

that happens overnight. Adding lots of organic matter

will give you a great garden right off the bat, but each

year organic gardeners add at least an inch of “the good

There’s a wonderful trend sweeping
the world—people are going green. 
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stuff” to keep fertility high and

replenish what our plants used the

season before.

Making your own compost is

something that is easy and is a great

way to recycle kitchen waste and

garden refuse. Homemade compost in

my garden is the most prized soil

amendment saved for my prized crop

of heirloom tomatoes. The hardest part

of getting started composting is setting

up a system to separate what goes in

the trash and what’s taken out to the

compost pile. Once everyone learns

what goes where, there’s nothing to it.

Everything that once was living will

eventually become compost, the only

thing most people do not put in the

pile are meat, fat, or dairy products

they can attract rodents. Kitchen

scraps, peelings, eggshells, and coffee

grounds are just some of the things

that are perfect for the compost pile.

Outside in the garden, consider

shredded leaves, grass clippings, and

spent plants among other things for

the pile. The smaller the material is

when added to the compost pile, the

faster it will decompose. And every

time the pile is turned, it breaks down

twice as fast. 

In my garden I’m a lazy composter

and never turn the pile. I’ve got three

bins made out of used pallets. In bin

one I add fresh material; when it’s

filled up I start throwing the new stuff

into bin two, then into number three.

At some point number one is ready to

harvest; it usually takes about a season.

Adding compost in the planting hole

will make plants very happy. 

Chemical fertilizers are the “junk

food” for plants, yes, they can turn

leaves green and produce fruit, but

plants growing in soil that’s healthy

and filled with compost will produce

better flowers, vegetables, and will

generally grow stronger.

When you douse a plant with

chemicals, you’re not only eliminating

the perpetrator, but every other living

thing in the kill zone. You’re

destroying the balance of nature and

no one can ever defeat nature. Success

is always easier when working with

nature. When we let the good bugs eat

the bad bugs, they do pretty good job.

When they don’t, there are many

options, one being mechanical — just

pick them off the plant.

And the great thing about making

the switch to organic, is once weaned

from chemicals, the garden becomes

cheaper and easier to maintain and is

actually more prolific. When I made

the switch, it was cold turkey after I

watched my three-year old walk down

the garden path barefoot headed for

some cabbage that was just dusted

with Sevin, a nasty nerve agent

manufactured after WWII. 

I made a pledge that day never to

use chemicals again in the garden.

Since then I’ve never used any sprays

— organic or otherwise — in the

garden for one reason: when you feed

the soil, it will feed you.

Contributed by Doug Oster, the Pittsburgh

Post-Gazette’s Backyard Gardener and co-

author of the best selling books Grow

Organic and A Gardener’s Journal. He

also co-hosts the popular radio show The

Organic Gardeners every Sunday morning on

KDKA 1020AM. To get a personalized, signed

book and for more information about growing

green, log onto: theorganicgardeners.com.

Feed your garden a healthy diet. A compost bin is a great way to improve your garden
soil naturally. Recycling your kitchen and yard scraps also dramatically cuts down your
weekly curb-side garbage volume. Photo: Andrew Kazmierski@123RF.
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Rain Gardens 
If you’ve bought or sold a home recently, or spent time

boating or doing other activities on the local rivers and
streams, you are probably aware that western Pennsylvania
has a serious pollution situation when it rains. According to
the 3 Rivers Wet Weather Demonstration Program, as little
as one-tenth of an inch of rain — an average Pittsburgh
rainfall is one-quarter inch — can cause raw sewage to
overflow into our rivers and streams. Melting snow can
cause the same effect.

During dry weather, the sewage collection system
operates without a problem. But when snow melts or it
rains, the system can quickly become overwhelmed. This
results in raw sewage overflowing at hundreds of locations
and flowing untreated into streams and waterways
throughout the region.

There are many ways to help address this situation, and
more information can be found at the 3 Rivers Wet
Weather Demonstration Program’s website,
3riverswetweather.org. One of our favorite ways of helping
address this situations is the installation of Rain Gardens.

What is a rain garden?  Simply put, a rain garden is a
landscaped area that is designed to soak up rain water that
runs off roofs, driveways, and walks. The garden is planted
with wildflowers and other plants that can tolerate
moisture and add beauty to the landscape.  The garden is

designed to be a small depression where water can
temporarily pool after a rainfall.  Its size can be directly
correlated to the size of your roof, driveway, or walkway
surface.  

Surfaces such as parking lots, driveways, house roofs, and
paved walkways do not drain water.  Rainwater that once
drained into the ground is now carried over these
impermeable surfaces on their way to storm drains, and
eventually our streams. Along the way, this stormwater
picks up pollutants, pesticides and fertilizers, automobile oil,
and sediment which is then deposited into our natural water
bodies. This overload of sediment and pollutants can ruin an
aquatic ecosystem and increase the chances of flooding (as
witnessed in many Pittsburgh communities during heavy
rain).  While the installation of rain gardens will not stop
flooding, it has the potential to reduce local impacts on our
natural world.

With a proper design, selection of plants, and some rain,
your yard can operate as an ecological filter, provide a unique
area where moisture loving plants can grow, and offer
enjoyment of plants that may not otherwise be suitable to
your yard.  As always, the Audubon Center for Native Plants
is a great place to shop for these types of plants and we have
several species available that will work well for this purpose.   

Contributed by Brian Shema, Director of Conservation

outdoor discovery camps

Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve, Fox Chapel 
Succop Conservancy, Butler,

Pre K – 8thGrade Day Camps •June–August

www.aswp.org 412-963-6100 aswp@aswp.org

NEW!BIRDZ camp for grades 5–8, Thursdays in July and August 

Parent/Child Rustic Overnite at Todd Nature Reserve (August 2–3)

NEW!Eastern Woodland Indian Overnight  (see pg. 11)

2 sessions available per grade level
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Rain Garden Plants
The historic geology of our region

forced many of our native plants to

evolve with the ability to tolerate

alternately short-term wet to fairly dry

soils — that is, periodic flooding.

These types of plants make the best

choices for rain gardens. Selections

may be made with attracting

butterflies and hummingbirds in mind,

or may include as many species as you

can to increase the overall wildlife

habitat value of the garden.

Some outstanding rain garden

plants for sunny areas are:  Swamp

milkweed, New England aster, Joe-Pye

weed, Boneset, Bottle Gentian,

Sneezeweed, Oxeye, Blazing Star,

Cardinal flower, Great blue lobelia,

Beebalm, Blue vervain, New York

Ironweed, Culver’s root, Big bluestem

(grass), Switchgrass, Red Chokeberry

(shrub), Red-osier Dogwood (shrub),

Winterberry Holly (shrub) and

Arrowwood Viburnum (shrub).

For areas which receive only a few

hours of sun per day, for example one

partially shaded by existing trees, you

might want to plant several small

understory trees and shrubs and

include ferns as well as wildflowers.

Some well-adapted plants include:

Jack-in-the-pulpit, Turtlehead,

Northern Blue Flag, Virginia Bluebells,

Wild Blue Phlox, Perennial Phlox,

Jacob’s Ladder, Bottlebrush Grass,

Ostrich Fern, Cinnamon Fern, Royal

Fern, Serviceberry (small tree),

Summersweet (shrub), Witchhazel

(shrub/small tree) and Spicebush

(shrub).

Contributed by Carol Smith, ACNP Volunteer

Some additional tips:
After planting, mulch your garden

with a three-inch layer of shredded

hardwood to control weeds and help

filter out heavy metals, preventing

them from reaching groundwater.

A more complete list of suitable rain

garden plants native to our area is

available on our website:  www.aswp.org.

Many of these species may be

purchased at the Audubon Center for

Native Plants.

Beechwod Farms 
Nature Reserve

Fox Chapel

aswp.org · 412-963-6100
aswp@aswp.org

9 am–5 pm Tues–Sat
1 pm–5 pm Sunday

The Audubon

Nature Store
Your source for outdoor products!

It’s
Hummingbird Season!

Come see our full line of
summer bird products:

• Specialty hummingbird
and oriole feeders in a
wide range of styles.

• Bird baths and other
water features.

•Nest boxes for a wide
variety of species.

• Decorative poles and
feeders.

Bottle Gentian and bumblebee—Photo: Scott Detwiler
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Looking to try composting on a small scale? Then vermicomposting might be

right for you. Vermicompost is the product worms produce after they break

down organic matter. It’s also commonly known by the decidedly unscientific

term “worm poop” and it’s one of the most earth-friendly fertilizers you can give

to your garden.

Vermicompost is nutrient-rich and natural. And all you need to make it is

some Red Wigglers, shredded newspaper, kitchen scraps, and a large bin. 

Red Wigglers? You probably remember them as the hapless worm victims of

your childhood fishing trips, but now they have a new and exciting purpose as

your official in-house vermicomposters. This species of worm prefers the special

conditions found in rotting vegetation, compost, and manure piles. Composting

worms are available from nursery mail-order suppliers, fishing shops, and even

online. 

Common locations to keep a worm bin include under the kitchen sink or in a

heated garage. Bins may be made of old plastic containers or wood — large

plastic storage bins are perfect and inexpensive. 

Once you have acquired your bin and your Red Wigglers, poke holes in the bin

to facilitate air circulation. Then create a “bed” for the worms. Shredded

newspaper works well for this purpose — just wet it down until it has the

texture of a wrung-out sponge. Next, add a small amount of topsoil (plain

topsoil, not soil with fertilizer or other amendments) and your worms. Finally,

add another level of bedding. This top level will cover the organic matter you feed

to your worms. Cover the bin with a tight-fitting lid (make sure you’ve poked

holes in the lid) and you’re ready to go.

What’s left to do? Feed your new “pet” worms. Anything except meats and fats

will do. Simply remove some of the top bedding, place in your food offering, then

re-cover. The worms will do the rest.

When you’re ready to harvest some of that beautiful, dark compost, you have

two options. You may either pick out the worms and build a new compost home

for them, or start placing their food on only one side of the bin. The second

option takes more time because the worms will need to migrate over, however

the food-free side will be worm free and ready to use in about two weeks.

So do a Red Wiggler a favor. Give it (and a few hundred of its friends) a happy

life in a worm bin. And it will repay you with an abundance of rich, organic

fertilizer.

Contributed by Rachel Handel, Director of Marketing and PR

Worm Poop — Your
Garden’s New Best Friend With all of this talk about

gardening and sustainability,
many of you may be ready to go
out and start planting veggies for
summer. But luckily for those of
us who still need to purchase our
produce, there are some
ecologically sound (and delicious)
options.

One of these is to purchase
directly from the farmer.
Purchasing from local growers has
several benefits, including:

• Fresher produce that has
been allowed to ripen in the
fields. This impacts flavor, and
nutritional value. 

• Lower fuel consumption since
your veggies are traveling
across town rather than
across the country (or several
countries).

• Support for local farmers who
are preserving agricultural
land and heritage, and who
often welcome visitors who
want to view their sustainable
practices.  

We’re proud to be a drop-off
point again this year for fresh
produce from two local farms.
Dillner Family Farm uses
sustainable practices and can be
contacted at 724-444-6594 or via
email: ddillner@nauticom.net or
web: dillnerfamilyfarm.com.
Kretschmann Farm provides
organic produce and may be
contacted at 724-452-7189 or e-
mail: don@kretschmannfarm.com
or web: kretschmannfarm.com.

Farm-fresh at ASWP
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ASWP Events

Fledglings:
Puddles and Ponds
Thursday, May 8
Pond-er the possibilities as we visit aquatic habitats in
search of animals that live in water.
Ages: 3–5 years, with an adult or caregiver present
Reservations: $7/member pair; $10/nonmember pair
10:00–11:15am

You Little Stinker 
Thursday, June 12
What’s black and white, has a long bushy tail, can run
through the forest at 10 mph, and is an excellent shot?
Come to Beechwood to find out!
Ages: 3-5 years, with an adult or caregiver present
Reservations: $7/member pair; $10/nonmember pair
Fox Chapel 10:00–11:15am

Babes in the Woods:
Forest Folly
Wednesday, June 4
Play in nature is being recognized as an important part of
childhood development and well-being.  Parents and
toddlers will delight in using sight, sound, touch and smell
to discover the world of woodlands.  Strollers/Baby
Backpacks welcome.
Ages:3 and under, with parent or guardian
Reservations: Free per member pair; $5/nonmember
pair
10:00–11:00am

Meadow Meanderings
Wednesday, July 2
Play in nature is being recognized as an important part of a
childhood development and well-being.  Parents and
toddlers will delight in using sight, sound, touch and smell
to discover meadow life.  Strollers/Baby Backpacks
welcome.
Ages:3 and under, with parent or guardian
Reservations: Free per member pair; $5/nonmember
pair
10:00–11:00am

little ones adults/teachers
Schoolground Habitat Enhancement &
Restoration Symposium 6
Thursday, May 22
Gather tips for beginning or renewing your own schoolground restoration
project. Includes indoor/outdoor breakout sessions and experiential learning
classes. Registration materials and a full agenda are at aswp.organd in the
Spring 2008 issue of Seasonings.

Adult EcoSeries: Land Snails and Slugs
Saturday, June 14
Dr. Timothy Pearce, Assistant Curator and Head of Section of Mollusks at
Carnegie Museum of Natural History, will introduce you to the land snails
and slugs of western Pennsylvania. Participate in both classroom instruction
and outdoor field experiences. Identification keys provided
Reservations: $4 per member; $5 per nonmember
Fox Chapel, 10:00am–noon

ASWP’s Secret Garden Party
Saturday, June 21 
Relive your summer camp days while enjoying delectable food, dancing,
standing around the bonfire, and sipping on Bug Juice and S’more-tinis. All at
the Fox Chapel home of Sherri and Gary Wilson.
Monies raised from the Silent and Live Auctions directly support ASWP’s
new scholarship fund—Shannon’s Camp Fund
Reservations: 412-963-6100
Event parking is at Shadyside Academy Senior School, 423 Fox Chapel Rd.
7:00–11:00pm

ASWP’s Secret Garden Tour 
Sunday, June 22
Tour some of the area’s most lovely gardens! Transportation and snacks
provided.
Reservations: $40
1:00–5:00pm

Natural History for Educators
Tuesday, June 24 through Friday, June 27
This 4-day content-deepening seminar will focus on our region’s flora and
fauna. Explore the fascinating habitats of Beechwood and learn about other
natural sites as valuable local resources. Dress for the outdoors and bring a
bag lunch each day.
Audience: K-12 Educators + Interested Adults
AIU Course — Visit aiu3.net for information and registration
8:30am—4:30pm

Understanding and Exploring Watersheds and
Wetlands
Tuesday, July 8 through Friday, July 11
This 4-day content-deepening seminar utilizes two PDE-approved
curriculum guides: WOW! The Wonders of Wetlands, and Project WetCurriculum
and Activity Guide (both supplied).
Audience: Grade 4–12 Educators + Interested Adults
AIU Course—Visit aiu3.net for full description and registration
8:30am–4:30pm
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Western Pennsylvania Mushroom Club: 
Classification of Edible Mushrooms
Tuesday, June 17
La Monte Yarroll, WPMC Mycologist, will help to classify
edible mushrooms so the audience will be aware of  possible
dangers and avoid common mistakes.
Ages: All
7:00pm

Eastern Woodland Indian Overnight
Saturday, June 28—Sunday, June 29, 2008
Experience camping with a native American flair.  Dr. Kinorea
“Two Feather” Tigri will set up a working Eastern Woodland
Indian (EWI) kitchen, while we forage the woods for items to
use and to eat!  Back at camp, we will participate in cleaning,
processing, and preparing our meal.  A campfire program
includes native American stories, music, song, and dance.  Fee
includes authentic EWI meals, campfire programming, and
authentic wooden bowl and spoon set to take home.
Participants supply camping equipment, clothing and toiletries.
Bring your own tent, or rent one from ASWP.  
Note: There are no shower facilities at Beechwood.
Ages: All (Each child under 16 must be accompanied by a
parent or caregiver)
Reservations: $75/member; $125/ nonmember 
$25 meal fee
3:00 pm Saturday–10:00 am Sunday

all ages
Audubon Center for Native Plants Spring Sale
Saturday, May 3
Get a head start on spring planting, and do something good for the
local ecosystem at the same time. Choose from over 100 species of
plants native to southwestern Pennsylvania. Our experts can help
you decide which plants will do best in your yard, and which
options will have you blooming all summer long.
9:00am–2:00pm

Piccadilly Herb Club Annual Herb Sale
Saturday, May 10 
Experience over 100 varieties of familiar and exotic herbs. Other
unique herbal products include dried herbs, herbed salt, and
Piccadilly bread mix.  Members will be on hand to answer
questions, suggest uses for herbs and help in plant selection. You
may contact Piccadilly Herb Club at 412-487-2343.
9:00 am–2:00 pm

Wildflowers for Mom
Saturday, May 10
Spend the afternoon with Mom!  Admire the beauty and elegance
of spring wildflowers, shrubs and plants.  Then enjoy an afternoon
tea party, where light refreshments will be served.
Reservations: $4/member; $5/nonmember
2:00–4:00 pm

Western Pennsylvania Mushroom Club: 
More Good & Bad Mushrooms You Should
Know
Tuesday, May 20
Dick Dougall, WPMC Identifier & Past President, will focus on
common edible, poisonous, and unusual mushrooms that
everybody should know.  Experienced audience members are
encouraged to share their experiences.
7:00pm

Annual Meeting
Tuesday, May 27
Visit www.aswp.orgfor details!
Reservations: $15/per son
5:30pm

Open House at Todd Nature Reserve
Saturday, June 14
Join the Todd Naturalist for tours of the cabin and to learn about
special programs and events throughout the 2008 summer season.
11:00am–4:00pm 

Bird Study Merit Badge Workshop 
(Boy Scouts)

All About Birds Interest Project Workshop 
(Girl Scouts)

Saturday, May 3
Interested in the fastest-growing
outdoor activity in America?  Bird
Study Merit Badge and All About
Birds Interest Projects are fun,
easy, andcan be earned in one
day!  Fee includes instruction,
materials, supplies, and lunch.
Audience:  Eagle Scout
candidates and Cadette/Senior
Girl Scouts
Registration: $20 per scout
9:00am—4:00pm

scouts
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Q: How can I get rid of grubs naturally?
Grubs, the larval form of certain beetles, feed on plant roots

and are part of the soil ecosystem in lawns, fields, and forests.

Normally they do not cause a problem, but in lawns, their

numbers can sometimes swell above a healthy balance.

Many people fight grubs with pesticides or natural controls

such as milky spore (a fungus) or predatory nematodes. But

what if you want to control them in a more natural way?

Welcome to organic lawn care!

Healthy lawns can withstand normal grub activity, but

poor lawn care can make conditions favorable for grubs.

Grubs eat roots, and poor lawn care encourages shallow roots

— grubs eat the roots and the lawn dies. Healthy, deep roots

not only limit grub damage, but help grass to tolerate drought

and out-compete weeds.

Here are some tips that encourage deep-rooted, healthy,

grub-balanced lawns:

• Mow high . Short-cut lawns encourage quick growth and

shallow roots. Short grass grows more vigorously to

replace surface area needed for photosynthesis;  mowing

high means mowing less often. 

• Water less often, and more deeply. Frequent, light

watering encourages shallow roots.

• Fertilize in fall , not spring or summer. Lawn grasses are

cool-weather species that grow their best roots in fall.

Conversely, weeds prefer the warm, wet spring and

summer. Spring and summer fertilization encourages

quick growth, shallow roots, and nourishes the weeds.

There are organic fertilizers available.

• Improve the soil with compost. This adds a natural

mix of nutrients and microbes to the soil. Simply

broadcast shovelfuls across the lawn. The compost

can be from your compost pile or  a garden store. Do

this in the fall, and by spring the compost will be part

of the soil.

• Nourish your lawn naturally— don’t rake up cut

grass and mow-in some of the fall leaves. Earthworms

and microbes will incorporate cut grass and leaves

into the soil. 

If you follow these tips, not only will you reduce grub

damage, you’ll have a healthier, more drought-resistant,

less weedy lawn overall. You’ll also save money on

fertilizers and pesticides, and reduce the input of

chemicals into the environment. There’s even less mowing,

less watering, less raking. What’s not to like?

Contributed by Scott Detwiler, Environmental Educator

Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania continues to grow and expand. Our environmental education and public

programs are reaching more and more people and we’re initiating additional conservation efforts while forging new

exciting partnerships with other organizations — such as the Student Conservation Association.

To keep building upon these exciting developments, we are redefining our membership levels and instituting our first

membership rate increase in over ten years. These small increases will help us to continue our mission and reach further

into the community. 

Membership Level Dues Benefits

Individual $35 Newsletter/Program and store discounts

Family $50 Same as above

Naturalist $100 Same as above + name in Annual Report

Ecologist $250 Same as above + 2 Annual Meeting tickets

Conservationist $500 Same as above + private walk with staff

Steward $1,000 Same as above + tour/lunch with Executive Director

Club Level $100 One Facility use and program per year

ASWP membership changes
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Maple Madness
A beautiful late March day and the promise of sweet treats and tales brought the crowds to this year’s Maple Madness. Joining us
this year was Dr. Kinorea “Two Feather” Tigri, who set up an authentic Eastern Woodland Indian station, and who shared with us
the origins of maple sugar production.  Photos: Rachel Handel.

Clockwise from top left:  A sure sign of Maple Madness is when your breakfast stares back at you; David Bellin learns tries his
hands at using antlers to remove rocks from a sap trough; “Daryl Bodean” aka Paul Schmitt, was a very entertaining pioneer;
Kaitlin Chou, Henry Hohl, and William Chou think that the pioneer might need a teepee. 



David Liebmann
Wilkinsburg Woman’s Club
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Make your reservations today: 412-963-6100

Tour some of the area’s most lovely gardens!
Transportation is provided with parking at
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve.

Reservations: $40 per person

ASWP Secret Garden Tour
Sunday June 22    1–5pm

ASWP would like to gratefully acknowledge James Edward Polen (aka J. Peter

Polen), a pilot from Westmoreland County, for a generous contribution from his

estate.  His gift will ensure that his legacy of concern for the natural world will

make a difference in the lives of those who benefit from ASWP’s education and

conservation efforts.

One of the easiest ways that you can make a significant gift to Audubon

Society of Western PA is to include a distribution from your estate to support our

mission.  You benefit by holding on to your assets during your lifetime — and

southwestern Pennsylvania’s natural resources will continue to benefit as a result

of ASWP’s mission to inspire and educate its people to be respectful and

responsible stewards of the natural world.  It’s simple — just take the first step

by talking to your attorney about including ASWP in your will.

If you would like more information about including ASWP in your will, please

call Joel Anne Sweithelm, Director of Development, at 412-963-6100.

ASWP Gratefully
Acknowledges Gift 
from Polen Estate

Miss Kitty
Marlene Parrish

Ann Paljug
Caroline Blackmore

Jane Lauterbach
Jane Wentling

M. Benjamin and Betty Dell
Barbara & Michael Cheswick
Dr. & Mrs. Adam W. Hahn
Cheryl Potance
Tingle Barnes
Mr. & Mrs. Armand Harris
Kathleen Avery
Charlotte George
Shelley Nilson
Ruth Weir

Joan Fleishman
Margaret B. Dowler

memorials

recognition
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ASWP Gratefully Acknowledges the
Generous Support Received from the

Following Corporations, 
Foundation, and Trust Funds

$35,000
Laurel Foundation

$25,000 
Fox Chapel District Association

$15,000–$24,999
Allegheny Regional Asset District 
Clapp Charitable & Educational Trust
Western PA Watershed 

Program/Community Foundation for 
the Alleghenies

$5,000–$10,000
Dominion Foundation and Matching Gift 

Program
Equitable Resources Foundation
The Florence Boyer Foundation
Giant Eagle Foundation
Hawksglen Foundation
Henry C. Frick Educational Fund of the Buhl 

Foundation
H.J. Heinz Company Foundation
pair Networks, Inc.
PPG Industries Foundation and Gift 

Matching Program
Reliant Energy Foundation
Remmel Foundation through PNC Charitable 

Trust Grant Review Committee
Rockwell Foundation
Roy A. Hunt Foundation
Schugar Charitable Trust

$2,500–$4,999
UPMC Health Plan

$1,000–$2,499
Armstrong Cement & Supply Corporation
BNY Mellon Financial Corporation Fund – Gift 

Matching Program
Conservation Council of the Fox Chapel Area
Michael Baker Corporation
NiSource/Columbia Gas of PA
Piccadilly Herb Club
Reed Smith LLP
The Techs

$500–$999
Amshel Charitable Foundation
Casey Equipment Corporation
Fox Chapel Area Rotary
H.L. Zeve Associates, Inc
Matthews International 
Norman C. Ray Trust
Respironics, Inc

$250–$499
Desai Family Fund of The Pittsburgh 

Foundation
Ericsson, Inc. Matching Gifts Program
L.E. Sommer & Sons Seville
Wild Birds Unlimited

Membership

Support ASWP By Becoming a Member
or Purchasing a Gift Membership

Your Name_______________________________ Email___________________

Address_____________________________________ City__________________

State ________ Zip______________ Phone________________________________________

Employer (for matching gifts)___________________________________________________

*If this is a Gift Membership, please complete abov e section and the following:

Recipient’s Name ____________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________ City__________________

State ________ Zip______________ Phone________________________________________

NOTE:  Gift memberships will be sent directly to the recipient

How to list your recognition on the recipient note:  ____________________________________

Payment by :  ___ Check Enclosed  ___ Credit Card (please complete below)

Credit Card # _____________________________ Expiration Date __________

Mail with payment to:  ASWP – Membership · 614 Dorseyville Road ·Pittsburgh, PA 

o $35 Individual o $500 Conservationist

o $50 Family o $1,000 Steward

o $100 Naturalist

o $250 Ecologist o $100 Club Level

Membership Benefits
-10% Discount on Nature Store Purchases and Bird Seed
-Subscription to Bulletin Newsletter
-Library and Teacher Resource Center Lending Privileges
-Tuition Discounts and Advance Notice On Education Programs
-Invitations to Nature Store Open Houses and Special Events
-100% Good Feeling for Supporting Environmental Education

National Audubon Society Members
Did you know that less than $3 of your NAS dues goes to support
ASWP? By joining Friends of Audubon, you support local Environmental
Education and Conservation.

A Friends of Audubon Membership Makes a Great Gift
Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania (ASWP), headquartered at
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve, is a nonprofit organization
supported in large part through membership dues.

&

A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Pennsylvania
Department of State by calling toll free within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. 
Registration does not imply endorsement. 

Please check one: ____New or Renewal Membership       ____Gift Membership*



MISSION STATEMENT

To inspire and educate the people
of Southwestern Pennsylvania to be
respectful and responsible stewards
of the natural world.

HOURS
Tuesday – Saturday 9 am – 5 pm
Sunday 1 pm – 5 pm

Trails Open Year Round
7 Days a Week
Dawn to Dusk
412-963-6100

DIRECTIONS to Todd Nature Reserve
Take Rt. 28 North to the
Butler/Freeport Exit # 17.  Turn right
onto Rt. 356 North, and then right on
to Monroe Road  (< 1 mile).  Travel
about 2 miles, and make a right on to
Kepple Road.  Travel 1.5 miles and
Todd Nature Reserve will be on your
right. Park in the lot and please sign
in at the informational kiosk at the
cabin. Trail maps are located at the
kiosk.

614 Dorseyville Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238-1618

Change Is Changeless...

Mid-April finds us watching a pair of Red-shouldered Hawks nesting
outside of our offices, while a Mockingbird exhausts his repertoire at

our front door. Quiet? Nope, but we hope spring never is. 

At least four pairs of Canada Geese are nesting by the pond, but, as
always, only one pair lays claim to the island. And while they keep all

interlopers at bay, they seem to have no problem with the female
Mallard nesting just a few feet away—although she is so well hidden,

they just might not have seen her yet. 

Peepers and wood frogs have been and gone, and we are bracing for
the American toads. 

The loudest of all? Hundreds of students of all ages, enjoying spring
on the trails. 

And so it is with Audubon.

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. Post age

PAID
Permit No. 751
Pitt sburgh, P A

DIRECTIONS to Beechwood (FromPittsburgh)

Take Route 28 north to Route 8 north/Butler exit. Turn right at first traffic
light on to Kittanning Road which becomes Dorseyville Road. Travel 4.3
miles and Beechwood will be on your left. For additional directions, visit us
at aswp.org


