ULLETIN

L

Of ficial newsletter of the

QAudubon Soc1ety

N OF WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA

This Audubon View

ASWP News
2007 Holiday Appeal 3
Membership Level Change3
Eco Expedition Recap 11

Education
Citizen Science at Work 4

Ask the Naturalist 6
Where are all those crows
going?

Events
ASWP General Events 7
Christmas Bird Count 10

ASWP Scrapbook 12
AppleJamm
Turk’s-cap Lily 14

Memorials an@€dgnition 14
Membeship 15

Change is Changeless 16

WWW.aswp.org

L

December January February 200 7/08




C]Audubon Society

STAFF

T OF WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA
Eecutive Direcor

Director of Development
Director of Education

Environmental Educabrs

Seasonal Educatr

THIS
AUDUBON
VIEW

Director of Consevation
Facility Assistant
Office Manager

Director of Maiketing

James A. Bonner
Joel Anne Sweithelm
Patricia L. O'Neill

Scott Detwiler
Gabrielle Hughes

Stacey Widenhofer
Brian Shema

Ron Macecevic
Barbara Heck

Rachel Mohr Handel

Jim Bonner ASVPExecutive Direcor Nature Sbre Manager Ed Dimmerling
W. E. Clyde Todd Would Be Proud
| am very pleased to announce that in early October, we added 42 acres to
Todd Nature Reserve. The new property lies along the reserve’s northern border,
near the pond and Loop Trail. The public portion of Todd now stands at 218 BOARD OF TRUSTEES

acres, and when combined with other land and easement acquisitions near Todd
nearly 500 acres are permanently protected in this portion of the Buffalo Creek President
Valley Important Bird Area. These acquisitions are all part of a plan begun back Vice President
in 2000 and made possible in large part by the Richard King Mellon Foundation.secreary
This new parcel was previously known as the Shoop farm. The Shoop name
has a long history in the valley and the former owners of the farm were the
proprietors of J. H. Shoop & Sons, a men’s clothier in Freeport, PA. The store was
opened in 1830 and at the time of its closing in 2005, was the oldest family-
owned men’s clothing store in the country. One can easily imagine that Mr. Todd
himself may have bought a suit in their store. Honoring that long history in the
region, ASWP will be naming a future trail on the property the Shoop Trail.
| am also pleased to announce that ASWP, in collaboration with Pennsylvania
Audubon and the Student Conservation Association (SCA), has received a grant
that will place two SCA interns a year at Todd for each of the next three years.
One intern will be responsible for activities on the reserve—including
establishing the Shoop Trail on the newly acquired property—while the other
will focus on community conservation and education work throughout the IBA.
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The next few years promise to be very exciting times in and around Todd. If Audubon Socidy of Western Fennsyhania, 614
.. . . Dorseyville Poad, Pittsburgh, A 15238-1618.
you have not visited recently, | encourage you to stop by and enjoy this very  address correspondenced Gabi Hughes, Edit.
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While winter does mean clearing out ice and snow, don't forget to step outside 4 p)
to just enjoy the scenery and to get your blood flowing. Our very own Scott - &
Detwiler captured this image of icicles clinging to ASWP’s education building. '.@{
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ASWP News

2007 Holiday Appeal

The holidays are just around the corner. And with the end of the year nea
upon us, it's time to start thinking about making your final charitable
contributions for 2007.

As a member of Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania, you know ab
our strong committment to environmental education for people of all ages. A
you're making final decisions on the nonprofits you'll donate to this year, we
hope that you will consider making a contribution to us.

We offer three easy ways to make a donation:

» Send a check made out to “ASWP” to:
Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania
Holiday Appeal
614 Dorseyville Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
» Donate in person at the Audubon Nature Store, or
» Call 412-963-6100.

Your support at this time will enable us to continue to have a positive imp
on the students and families of our region long into the New Year. And if th
isn’t gratifying enough, it's tax deductible!

As always, if you have any questions regarding contributing to ASWP, ple
contact Joel Anne Sweithelm, Development Director, at 412-963-6100 ext. 1

Winter wonderland. Photo: Scott Detwiler
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The
Audubon
Nature
Store

ct

Decorative and Squirrel
asell  Buster Feeders; Unique
. Jewelry; Binoculars;
Gerber Knives; Bird
Seed; Nature Toys and
Games for Kids of All
Ages

Winter Hours

9 am-5 pm
Tues—Sat

1 pm-5 pm

Sunday

Closed Christmas B and
Christmas Dy

Beechwod Farms
Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel

aswp.org - 42-963-6100
aswp@aswp.org
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Education

Citizen Science at Work , Polaton over he pest 40 years

fragmentation, deforestation, and

Audubon’s Christmas Bird Count nest parasitism, the Wood Thrush’s

and State of the Birds numbers are down 62% since 1967.
Currently, Pennsylvania is home to

Rachel Handel, A®P Direcor of Marketing 8.5% of the breeding population of
this bird.

* The American Bittern’s 59%
decrease in population is the result
of degradation of wetland habitat
due to invasive plants and
diminished water quality. The
bittern utilizes Pennsylvania’s
wetlands as a stopover during
migration.

» Pennsylvania’s state bird, the Ruffed
Grouse, lives in open mixed
deciduous-coniferous forests. Loss of
forest to development has resulted
in a 22% decline in this birds’
population in the past 40 years.

American Bittern numbers have decreased due to changes in their wetland habitats. DO your part as a Citizen
Photo: Jerry Segraves. nps.gov. . .
scientist

Recent articles from both National Audubon and Audubon Pennsylvania
contained eye-opening reports on the decline of common birds in Pennsylvania 1 N€ Christmas Bird Count has
and across the United States—and pointed to the importance of “citizen scien&?’come an invaluable source of
in helping scientists and birding organizations to better understand avian information on the status and
populations and what's happening to them. distribution of early winter bird
Citizen science—the act of every day people getting involved in organized POPUlations and is studied by
scientific data collection—can be as simple as participating in the Audubon scientists and interested people the
Christmas Bird Count. Held annually, the count helps to provide information orf’©"ld over, according to National
population trends of birds in our area and around the world. Last year, Audubdpidubon. This year, citizen scientists
Pennsylvania combined the valuable information gathered by citizen scientistsWiII participate in the 108annual
with Breeding Bird Survey data from the U.S. Geological Survey. The result? Af¥fstmas Bird Count, the oldest and

of Pennsylvania’s vulnerable common birds: largest citizen science project in the

With a population decline of 98% since 1967, the Golden-winged Warbler isworld. The official count “window”
Pop ’ ’ g begins on Friday, December 14, 2007

the state’s most threatened species. Loss of suitable habitat due to
¢ tafi 4 devel tis this bird's bi ¢ chall ) and runs through Saturday, January 5,
reforestation and development is this bird’s est challenge to overcome .
_ I ,_V P 'S TS I 99 _ g v ' 2008. Audubon Society of Western
along with competition from the closely-related Blue-winged Warbler. o L .
Pennsylvania is holding its Christmas

» The Eastern Meadlowlark, a grassland bird, is threatened by loss of farmlangdj,q count at Todd Nature Reserve on
and changes in agricultural practices. This bird has seen an 86% decrease in

4 www .aswp.org




Education

December 15. The count at Beechwood

Farms Nature Reserve will take place
on December 29.

Whether you're an experienced
birder or just starting out, it's exciting,
beneficial, and edifying to participate
in this worldwide science project. You
simply need to count birds within an
existing Christmas Bird Count circle
(visit audubon.org/birdAcblzarn
more). Beginning birders may join a
group that includes at least one
experienced birdwatcher, such as the
groups at Beechwood or Todd.
Experienced birders may stay home
and report birds that visit bird feeders
if they live within the boundaries of a
Christmas Bird Count circle. If this is
your first year participating, please be
sure to contact your local count
compiler prior to the event. See page
10, or contact Audubon Society of
Western Pennsylvania and we’ll help
you to locate your area’s compiler.

What you can do year-round

National Audubon has created a list
of recommendations that will allow
citizens to help reduce the instances of
declining bird species. These
suggestions call for year-round
involvement in the preservation of our
common birds.*

* Preserve farmlang@somote strong
conservation provisions in the
federal farm bill, including the
Conservation Reserve Program
which pays farmers to keep
marginal farmlands idle and
supports millions of acres of good
bird habitat.

» Save grasslant® proactive with

your local, state, and national
officials to increase the amount of
habitat that can support breeding
grassland birds.

» Conserve wetlan8sipport wetlands
programs, including the Clean
Water Act, the North American
Wetlands Conservation Act, and
farm bill conservation programs as
the Wetlands Program.

» Halt global warminBack federal,
state, and local legislation to cap

Christmas Bird Count to help
collect the data that allows
scientists to track bird populations.

*Audubon Common Birds in Decline: A St

of the Birds Report, Summer 2007.

Here at home, Audubon
Pennsylvania encourages individuals to
enroll in theAudubon At Home
program—uwhich creates healthy
backyard habitats through planting
native species, removing invasive

greenhouse gas emissions and spurPlants, reducing pesticide use,

the development of alternative
energy sources.

» Support sustainable fer&stsh for
the protection, restoration, and
expansion of large forest blocks—
especially the Canadian boreal
forest, where logging, mining, and
drilling are taking a toll—to sustain
the full range of forest-loving
species.

» Stop invasive spediésrk with
local agriculture officials to fight
the spread of non-native grasses
and plants. And support federal,
regional, state, and local
regulations, research, and
management to curb exotic and
invasive plants.

» Patrol beachedoin beach watches
to look for oiled birds or other signs
of coastal pollution.

» Monitor feederf you see dead or
diseased birds on or near your
feeders, don't put food out for two
weeks, so the birds can disperse.
Also, clean feeders before reusing
them.

* Get out and cewdbin the Audubon

conserving water, protecting water
quality, and keeping birds safe. People
are also encouraged to help to control
the deer population to assist in forest
regeneration, and delay mowing fields
until after July 15th each year.

Looking forward

It's sometimes easy to feel
overwhelmed by the environmental
issues facing our planet and its
inhabitants. Global climate change,
human population increases and its
associated sprawl, and the trickle-
down effects of deforestation really do
hit home, as demonstrated by the
decline in common birds. But as a
resident of this global community, you
have the power and the responsibility
to keep these birds “common” in our
area. If you're unable to join the
Christmas Bird Count, consider
making your backyard a healthy
habitat for birds, insects, and
mammals. And don't forget that
beautifying your yard can begin as
simply as planting perennial native
plants available at Beechwood Farms
Nature Reserve.

www .aswp.org




Ask the Naturalist

Q: Where are all those crows going?

Scat Detwiler, ASVP Erironmental Educabr

One evening at dinner at a friend’s
house, | glanced out a high window to
notice a scattered line of black birds
moving left to right across the sky. |
glanced up a few minutes later, and the
line was still there. Indeed, the line
lasted through most of dinner! On
another occasion, | was on a Christmas
bird count, late in the afternoon, and
another line of crows appeared in the
sky. We counted into the hundreds as
they steadily crossed in their scattered Where's the gang? Winter crow roosts are an undeniable late afternoon spectacle.

. . . . Photo: R. Hays Cummins haysc@muohio.edu.
line. | was withessing the winter

evening ritual of the crow—agathering (in the morning, follow the fat crows!). Maybe they are primarily juvenile birds
together in large numbers to spend theinterviewing potential mates. Or perhaps, being intelligent and social, they enjoy
night. This location is called a roost. each other’'s company. Such explanations may apply to any herding or flocking
While many birds do this sort of thing, animal behavior, though. Yet somehow the numbers, noise, and size of the crow
crows have mastered it. makes these roosts stand out.

Such roosts may have hundreds, Indeed, it is hard to miss a roosting location if you are near it. A cacophony of
thousands—even a million crows. The caws fills the air. And woe unto the car parked beneath! Unfortunately, this
same roosting location is used gathering may be seen as quite a nuisance when it happens near a populated ar
consistently throughout the winter, It's not easy to get them to move on, either. Into the 1950s, a stick of dynamite
and year to year. (They disperse into could reduce the problem quickly. Today, crows are protected by federal law but
pairs and family groups to nest during may be hunted with a gun with the appropriate license. However, that may not
breeding season). Individuals spread be a very effective way to evict thousands of crows. Other techniques include
out each morning into the countryside noisemakers, frightening decoys—even poisoning some birds in the hope that th
to feed. Every evening, they make the sight of dead crows will discourage the remaining crows. Tension between those
pilgrimage back to the roost, forming who enjoy the birds and those are being called upon to reduce a nuisance can
loose lines that st.retch across the_ SkY- make for local drama, not unlike other wildlife issues.

They may pause in large groups in Compounding the nuisance factor is that over the years, crows have adapted
staging areas along the way, noisily their roosting strategies from rural woodlots (where they can be an agricultural
visiting until finally flying to join at the pest) to urban areas. Perhaps it is the proximity of food, the artificial light or the
main roost as darkness falls. Once “heat island” effect of higher ambient temperatures in cities that attract them.
complete darkness comes, they settle There is a large urban roost in Pittsburgh, in Homewood Cemetery, east of the
down (mostly) until morning. city center. Well over 10,000 birds were counted there in the 2005 Pittsburgh

Why do they roost this way? No one Christmas Bird Count. But there are other roosts of varying size. To find one, jus
Is certain. Perhaps there is safety in look up in the winter sky in the late afternoon, and follow as the crow flies.

-numbers.. Or they may be ggttmg For more crow information, seavw.birds.cornell.edu/crows/crowfag.htm.
information about good feeding areas
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Upcoming Events

Maple Madness

A Maple sugaring
experience for the entire
family
Saturday March 8
10 am-3 pm
Reservations Required

Beechwod Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel

Look ahead: Secret Garden Party find
Tour, June 21 and 22, 2008!

PENNSYLVANIA

Bird Study Merit Badge
Workshop for Boy Scouts
All About Birds Interest
Project Workshop for Girl

Scouts

Saturday, December 8
Interested in the fastest-growing outdoor|
activity in America? Bird Study Merit
Badge and All About Birds Interest
Projects are fun, easy, aodn be earned
in one day! Fee includes instruction,
materials, supplies, and lunch.
Audience: Eagle Scout candidas and
Caddte/Senior Girl Scouts

$20 per scout

Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve,

Fax Chapel

9:00 am—4:00 pm

Registration required

Fledglings
Out of the Nest: Session 1

Thursdays, January 10 through
January 24

Are your Fledglings eager to leave the ng

to explore the natural world on their own
This special drop-off experience gives
them the opportunity to discover tall
trees, colorful birds, aquatic bugs, and
furry animals that spend the winter in
western PA. Each day has its own themg
and light snacks and drinks will be
provided. Register for one or both
sessions!

Ages: 4-5 years of age

$90 per member/session; $100 per
nonmember/session

Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve,
Fax Chapel

9:30 am-12:00 pm

Reservations required; Limit: 12 per
session

D

Fledglings
Out of the Nest: Session 2

Thursdays, January 31 through

February 14

Are your Fledglings eager to leave the nest
to explore the natural world on their own?
This special drop-off experience gives
them the opportunity to discover tall trees,
colorful birds, aquatic bugs, and furry
animals that spend the winter in western
PA. Each day has its own theme and light
shacks and drinks will be provided.
Register for one or both sessions!

Ages: 4-5 years of age

$90 per member/session; $100 per
nonmember/session

Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve,

Fax Chapel

9:30 am-12:00 pm

Reservations required;

Limit: 12 per session

continued on pg 8

Registration
By mail
Send payment (check or cc #) with:
-your name
-program name
-number and age of paicipants
ASNP
614 Dorseyville Rbad
Pittsburgh, A 15238

By phone
412-963-6100

In person at the Nature Store

Individuals may cancel up b 72 hours
(three days) in adwance of piogram and
receive a full refund.

@Audubon Society
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ASWP Events

Ages All and sustainability of the watershed, its
Fre(}j?j unigue landscape and ecological features,
. Todd Nature Reserve, : . :
Hollday Sale at the Sarver, Butler County ar;i;?: quality of life for residents and
Audubon Nature Store 10:00 am-12:00 pm e Al ,
Saturday, December 8 Reservations required; Limit: 25 gtéc:alence. All interested parties
The easy way to do your holiday shopping. 7:00 pm

Everything from bird feeders to optics and
jewelry will be discounted 20% today only. Family WalkAbout:
Gifts for all ages!

Freeport High School,
625 S Pike Rd, Saver

Beechvood Farms Nature Reserve, Backyard Bird Identification
Fax Chapel Sunday, February 10
9:00 am-5:00 pm A perfect introduction for educators, scoyt Adult Eco-Series:
groups and other organizations Winter Plant Identification
Don't forget-- participating in the Great Backyard Bird Saturday, December 15

Count or for those wanting to build their

This workshop will assi i
birding skills. Bird identification aids are | > worksnop will assist you in

a Friends of Audubon

membership makes a great . identifying wildflowers and ferns in
h I'F():i it 9 Rroevldiﬁ. winter. Learn creative strategies for
olday git. Frg Sfo bers: $5 b identification in the field and become
See page 3 for details €€ lor MeMDEIS, 55 Per NONMEMBET | 3 ijiar with useful identification guides.
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve, Ages Adults
Fax Chapel .

; : $4 per member; $5 per nonmember
Fa’.“"y WalkAbout 2:00 pm—4:00 pm Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve,
Winter WalkAbout Reservations required; Limit: 25 Fax Chapel
Sunday, December 9 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Join us on a refreshing hike to discover the Reservations required; Limit: 15
beauty of winter. ] ]

Ages Al Winter Birds at Todd

Free for membess; $5 per nonmember | Saturday, February 16 Christmas Bird Count at Todd

Beechwood Farms Nature FReserve, Count the birds at Todd Nature Reserve | Nature Reserve

Fax Chapel as part of the Great Backyard Bird Count, Saturdav. D ber 15

2:00 pm—4:00 pm Ages All atqr. ay, 'ece'm er ' '

Reservations required; Limit: 25 Free Participate in this year's Christmas Bird

Todd Nature Resenve, Count for the Buffalo Valley area. See page

_ Sarver, Butler County 10 for details.

Family WalkAbout: 10:00 am-12:00 pm Ages Adults

Footprints in the Snow _Frg O Nature Resenve

Sunday, January 13 Sarver, Butler County

Explore animal tracks in the snow and
discover other tell-tale signs that animals

fé‘evi Rﬁhmd! Christmas Bird Count at
Free for members; $5 per nonmember Beechwood Farms Nature
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve, Fox Public Meeting Reserve
Chapel
2:00 pm—4:00 pm Buffalo Creek Watershed Saturday, December 29
; ad 1 it : Participate in the annual tradition of the
R Limit; 2
eservations required; Limit: 25 Conservation Plan Christmas Bird Count. See page 10 for
Thursday, December 6 details.
. . All community members are encouraged| Ages Adults
Footprints in the Snow Y men . o
to attend this meeting to review and €e
at Todd comment on the draft Buffalo Creek Beechwood Farms Nature Rserve,
Saturday, January 19 Watershed Conservation Plan that Aswp "¢ Chapel
dE.prore antlk:nalttrl?(t:kls in the ?r?otw and I is helping to create. Stakeholders’ input
iscover other tell-tale signs that animals| . -
leave behind! 9 will help ensure the long-term viability continued on pg 9
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ASWP Events

Christmas Bird Count Dinner

Sunday, December 30

Go over the results of the Christmas Bird
Count, and share a potluck dinner with
your birding friends. See page 10 for
details.

Ages. Adults

Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve,

Fax Chapel

6:00 pm

Adult Eco-Series:
The Art of Animal Tracking

Saturday, January 19

The skilled tracker can accurately
determine an animal’s habits through
careful observation of signs left behind.
Build your tracking skills as you study
prints, discover patterns, and observe
places. Field work will complement indoo
studies—please dress to be outdoors.
Ages Adults

$4 per member; $5 per nonmember
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve,

Fax Chapel

10:00 am-12:00 pm

Reservations required; Limit: 15

Act 48 Professional Development:
Exploring Environmental

Issues: Places We Live
Saturday, January 19

Project Learning Tree (PLT) is a national
recognized interdisciplinary,
supplementary environmental and
conservation program which emphasizes
the forest as a “window on the world.”
PLT’s newest secondary module, Explori
Environmental Issues: Places We Live,
connects students to their local
community to help them care about and
influence the decisions being made there
Eight inquiry-based activities get students
exploring their own neighborhoods,
learning about their community’s
development and appearance through
time, and involved in local community
action projects. Through indoor and
outdoor activities facilitated by
professional naturalists from ASWP and
Fern Hollow Nature Center, participants

will become familiar with issues

concerning the Little Sewickley Creek
watershed and how to use this module in
the refinement of students’ critical

bag lunch and dress in layers for
indoor/outdoor explorations.

(Act 48 hours: 5.5)

Audience: Upper Middle/Seconday
Teachers

Fee charged

Fern Hollov Nature Cengr,

1901 Glen Mitchell RPad, Sevickley, PA
9:00 am-3:00 pm

Contact Fern Hollow at 412-741-7536 to
register

Adult Eco-Series:
Great Backyard Bird Count

Saturday, February 9

A project of Cornell Lab of Ornithology
and National Audubon Society, the Greal
Backyard Bird Count invites participants
to count the numbers and kinds of birds
that visit backyard feeders, local parks, @
school yards on any or all count days.
This training will introduce you to the
program, and assist you in developing bi
identification skills.

Ages Adults

$4 per member; $5 per nonmember
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve,

Fax Chapel

10:00 am-12:00 pm

Reservations required: Limit: 20

A

The Great Backyard Bird

Count

ngFriday, February 15 — Monday,
February 18

This project of Cornell Lab of Ornithology
and National Audubon Society invites
participants to count the numbers and
kinds of birds that visit backyard feeders
local parks or school yards on any or all
count days. Datasheets may be obtaing
at Beechwood during the GBBC weeken
Simply record the birds you see on our
trails or your favorite spot and return you
checklist. Additional information may be
found atwww.birdsource.org.

Pennsylvania’s Wild

Resources Symposium
Thursday, February 28

thinking skills. Participants should bring 4 Educators and the general public are

invited to broaden their knowledge of
Pennsylvania’s native flora and fauna. Held
at Powdermill Nature Reserve, the
biological field station of Carnegie
Museum of Natural History, the
symposium will feature research and
protection programs and allows teachers to
meet environmental education resource
providers. Presented by experts in the
fields, talks include On the Trail of the
Indiana Bat, The American Chestnut—
Restoring the Redwood of the East, and
Integrating Herpetology into the
Classroom with the Pennsylvania Online
Herpetological Atlas. The symposium is a
cooperative of Audubon Society of
Western PA, Powdermill Nature Reserve,
Frick Environmental Center, Boyce Park

1 Nat Center, Greenhouse & Arboretum,
Independence Conservancy, Rachel Carson
Homestead Association, Jennings

¢ Environmental Center, Regional
Environmental Education Center,
Lutherlyn Environmental Education

g Program, South Park Nature Center, and

Fern Hollow Nature Center.

Audience: Adults, Educabrs

$40.00

Powdermill Nature Rserve, Rector, PA

8:30 am-3:00 pm

Registration required (visit www. aswp.org

for details); Limit: 60

PAEE Carence 2008

%1’ LERBP |

LEEap in! Linking Environmental
Education and Play in Nature:

2008 PAEE Conference

Friday, February 29—Sunday, March

2, 2008

Sponsored b¥Pennsylvania Association of
Environmental Educatbrs year’'s

" conference is being held at Antiochian
Village Conference Center in Ligonier, PA.
Visit www.paee foetinformation and
registration.

d

O
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ASWP Events

The Pittsburgh Christmas Bird Count

And Other Area Counts

Jim \alimont, CBC Codlinator

Record numbers of five species, including Double-crested Cormorant, Bald Eagle, Cooper's Hawk, Eastern Bluebird,
Northern Mockingbird were found last year on the Pittsburgh CBC. Our species total of 61 was four below our ten year
average. Among 67 Pennsylvania counts, our totals of Cooper’s Hawk, Merlin, and Tufted Titmouse led the state.

The Pittsburgh Christmas Bird Count has been conducted for decades now, providing an excellent record of the chan
conditions for wintering bird populations in the Pittsburgh area. With continued participation, it will continue for many
more decades. Many of our members consider the count a holiday tradition. Why not join us for this year's count? Bir
experience or skill is not a necessity. Just having an extra set of eyes increases the efficiency of each party in the field.
prefer, you can also participate by counting the birds at your backyard feeders (as long as the feeders are in our count ¢
So, call one of the leaders listed below and volunteer to participate in this year’s bird count.

This year, the count is set for Saturday, DecembeE26ryone (including those who do not participate in the count)
is also invited to attend the annual count dinner and tally meeting on Sunday, December 3Dinner starts at 6:00 PM
at Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve. Bring a covered dish or salad or dessert that serves 10 or give a donation to hel
the cost of the dinner. Immediately after dinner and dessert, the area leaders will present their results!

I'd also encourage our members to support two other local counts, both on the Saturday before Christmas. The Buffe
Creek Valley count includes our own Todd Sanctuary. Please give George Reese a call if you can help out. Also, the
Pittsburgh South Hills count can use more help. This count, begun a few years ago, equaled our species count of 61 in
If you'd like to explore some new areas in the South Hills, give Nancy Page a call.

LOCATION

LEADER

PHONE

Pittsburgh Area
Counts

Saturday, Dec 29

Fax Chapel

David Liebmann

412-968-3045

Franklin Park & Ohio Wp. (N)

John Orndoff

412-741-2021

Hampton Twp. Al Werling 412-487-8581
Indiana Twp. (W) David Geis 724-443-5447
Kilbuck Wwp. & Ohio Wp. (S) Paul Brown 412-963-1979

North Park

Bob \an Newkirk

412-366-1694

Oakmont & Harmar wp.

Sam Sindeson

412-653-3073

O'Hara Wp.

Steve Thomas

412-782-4696

Penn Hills & \érona

Ron Byom

412-363-0409

Pittsburgh (including Fck and Highland
Parks and East End)

Jack Solomon

412-521-3365

Pittsburgh (rest of the city)

Mike Fialkovich

412-731-3581

Ross & McCandless viips.

Bob Machesng

412-366-7869

Shaler Tvp.

Joyce Hofman

412-487-0921

Other Area Counts

Saturday, Dec 15

Buffalo Creek ¥lley
(including Ddd Sanctuag):

George Rese

724-353-9649

Pittsburgh South Hills

Nancy Rge

412-221-4795

10
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ASWP News

Eco-Expedition Recap —
Klamath Basin, Oregon

Brian Shema, AB/P Direcbr of Consevation

In October, 23 participants and three ASWP tour leaders explored the diy
landscapes of Oregon and Northern California. One hundred and fifty-five
species of birds were tallied during our week in the Pacific Northwest, and €
day we were introduced a different type of natural environment.

The first two days were spent along the scenic Pacific Coast from Tillamg
to Newport, where we searched the rocky shores for coastal birds. We were
rewarded with Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel, Pink-footed Shearwater, Marbled
Murrelet, Cassin’s Auklet, Harlequin Duck, and Brandt's Cormorant. From th
coast, we traveled inland to Klamath Falls were we would stay for the major
of the week.

The Klamath Basin is a series of wildlife refuges, national parks and
monuments, and vast open space that provides wintering grounds for count

waterfowl species as well as a diversity of landbirds. From the moment we |

eyes on the waters of the basin, until we departed, the enormous numbers of

ducks were simply astonishing. Sorting through hundreds of thousands of ducks for western specialties became commo
We managed to find 30 species of waterfowl during our exploration of the basin waters.

From the basin’s waters to bird-filled lava beds, and from the snowy mountaintops of Crater Lake to the autumn-color
Wood River Valley, participants were treated to a spectacle of varied habitat. Favorite birds included Black Turnstone,
California Towhee, Clark’s Nutcracker, Black-backed Woodpecker, American Dipper, California Quail, Mountain Chickac

and Townsend’s Solitaire.

A complete recap of the Eco-Expedition and full bird list is availatdswap.orgnd ASWP expresses its thanks to this

years’ participants for a memorable and enjoyable expedition.

Left: Eco-Expedition participants along Wood River,
near Klamath Falls. Above: Portrait of Crater Lake.
Photos: Brian Shema

Interested in experiencing the
Eco-Expedition pygrams br
yourself? The spring 2008 Eco-
Expedition will god the Laver
Rio Grande ¥lley, Texas, April 20
to 27, 2008. Keep an e on the
website for details or contact
Brian Shema abshema@aswp.org
to be put onb the direct mailing
list!

www .aswp.org
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ASWP Scrapbook

AppleJamm Gets to the Core of Family Fun

With a picture-perfect, sunny autumn day as the backdrop, Beechwood was alive with over 1,600 people enjoying fun
filled family activities, games, contests, crafts, scarecrow-making, and entertainment.

Local bluegrass band Full Steam Ahead provided music throughout the day, and storyteller John Meikle continued his
much-loved tradition of entertaining kids and adults alike. Several mascots were also on hand, including Steely McBean
Frownie the Brownie, Red Robin, and the Litterbug.

New this year was an apple recipe contest judged by Chef Chuck Kerber, with the first prize awarded to Zelene
Hutchison for her “Spiced Up Apple Cake.” Special thanks to Whole Foods Market for donating the gift certificates
awarded to contest winners.

Photos this page (clockwise from
upper lef§cott Detwiler gives
throwing pointers from Alex

and Emma Blaylock, and lan
Lowe as they try to submerge
ASWP Executive Director Jim
Bonner at the dunking booth;
Andrew and Sarah Pritchard go
full tilt in the sack race; and
Madison and Dan Borkovich
make an apple turkeyhotos
opposite page (clockwise from upper
left): All of the festivities left this
scarecrow plum tuckered out;
Nikki Damian gets some face-art
from Liadan Susoeff; while we
don’t recommend stepping into
the jaws of just any tiger, this
one leads to jumping gym fun;
Moby and Betsy Childs unleash
their creative prowess on this
amiable scarecrow; and chef
Chuck Kerber stands with
“Spiced up Apple Cake,” Zelene
Hutchison’s winning apple
recipe.
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ASWP Scrapbook

ASWP thanks the following AppleJamm sponsors:

Aspinwall Chiopractic, Cajoli’'s Vdmen’s Cldhing, Krebs Chysler Jeep, My
Garden, The Original Mattressdetory, and Whieman’s Flavers.
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Audubon Center for Native Plants / Memorials and Honors

The Turk’s Cap Lily

John Beckbickler, ACNP dlunteer

Have you ever seen the native plant Turk’s Cap Lily? Do you kn
what one looks like? Do you know what type of location the plant
likes to grow in?

I didn't know a lot about the plant until a few years ago. The first
plant | ever saw was at Todd Nature Reserve. It was about 25 yea
ago — one lonely plant out by the pond at Todd. | saw it for two yes
and then it was gone. When | started volunteering at the Audubon

Thomas G. Barnes @ USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database

Center for Native Plants, | discovered that they didn't have any in their permanent beds and they had never grown any.
The Turk’s Cap LilyLilium superbyis a tall plant, from five to seven feet. It blooms in August bearing nodding orange-re:
blossoms in profusion. The petals of each flower are turned back on themselves resembling a Turk’s cap. The leaves are
described as whorled — arranged on horizontal planes around the stalk — seven to eight leaves to a whorl. The whorls are
to ten inches apart on the stalk. The plant likes to grow in ground that is damp most of the time, but not in standing water.
Mature seed pods are about 1 % inches long, and are divided into three vertical, cylinder-like compartments. The seeds il
pods are very interesting because they are stacked in columns within each compartment in neat order. It's amazing how I

seeds fit in a single pod — probably hundreds!

I have added two locally grown plants to the permanent beds at Audubon Center for Native Plants. This year, one of the
plants had a single blossom. In the wild they have a lot of competition from other plants for sunlight, water, and nutrients.
can take up to seven years for a seed to develop into a mature plant. Two years after the seed germinates, it produces ol

small leaf.

At the Audubon Center for Native Plants, we are trying to start some plants from seed to eventually have some to sell.

you can tell, many things have to go right for a long time for this to happen.

In Memory

Phillip Pennell
Marlene Parrish and Bob Wolke

William S. Sharkey, Sr.

Debra Halleran-Matuszek and David
Matuszek; Eleanor D’Ercole; Jim
D’Ercole; Carol and Maureen A.
Kerrigan, and Prism Health Services
Employees

Epaminandas “Rick” Sofis
Marlene Parrish and Bob Wolke

Virginia Hamilton

Mrs. Robert E. Lauterbach (Jane
Stonerod)

Ms. Marsha Lauterbach VanKirk

Pat Hamilton; Margaret McGowan
Nancy Hoover; Marcia and Berryman
Collins; Jess and Betsey Owens; Dave
and Margie Root; Mrs. Samuel K.
McCune; The Nurses on Admission
Team/UPMC Preshyterian Hospital

John Kirkwood
Mr. and Mrs. D. A. Casey

Lawrence Gerthoffer
Connie California; Edith Sarneso;
Harry and Kathleen Palmer

Ruth Liller
Highmark Employees

L. Dow Moore

Charlot W. Schaffner; Margaret Ellis &
Family; Weldon Calvert & Family;
Agnes and Frank Oltman; Jane Ann
and Roy Hulse; Dotty and Mike Weir
& Family; Judy and Jerry Moody &
Family; Nellie McElhoe; Linda and Bill
Schmidt

In Recognition

Jim Bonner/Scott Detwiler/Brian
Shema
Betsey Owens

David Liebmann
Perennial Garden Club
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Membership

ASWP Gratfully Acknowledges the
Generous Suppot Received from the
Following Cormporations,
Foundation, and Trust Funds

$25,000
Fax Chapel District Association
Laurel Foundation

$15,000

Clapp Charitable & Educationalrlist

Western PA Watershed
Program/Community Bundation for
the Alleghenies

$5,000 -$10,000

Dominion undation and Matching Gif
Program

Equitable Resources Foundation

The Florence Bger Foundation

Giant Eagle Bundation

Hawksglen Bundation

Henry C. Fick Educational land of the Buhl
Foundation

H.J. Heinz Comany Foundation

pair Networks, Inc.

PPG Industries éundation and Git
Matching Pogram

Remmel Foundation though PNC Charitable
Trust Grant Review Commitee

Roy A Hunt Foundation

$2,500 - $4,999
Schugar Charitable st
UPMC Health Plan

$1,000 - $2,499

Armstiong Cement & Supply Cporation

Mellon Financial Cquoration Fund — Git
Matching Pogram

Michael Baler Coporation

NiSource/Columbia Gas of R

Piccadilly Herb Club

Reed Smith LLP

Respironics, Inc.

The Bchs

$500 - $999

Amshel Charitable Bundation
Casey Equipment Coporation
Fox Chapel Area Btary
Matthews International
Norman C. Ry Tust

$250 - $499

Amcom Ofice Sysems

Desai Family Fund of The Pittsburgh
Foundation

H.L. Zee Associags, Inc.

L.E. Sommer & Sons Sdle

Moore Family Fund of The Pittsburgh
Foundation

T.N. Walker, Inc.

Wild Bids Unlimited

A Friends of Audubon Membership Makes a Great Gift

Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania (ASWP),
headquartered at Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve, is a
nonprofit organization supported in large part through
membership dues.

Membership Benefits
-10% Discount on Nature Store Purchases and Bird Seed
-Subscription to Bulletin Newsletter
-Library and Teacher Resource Center Lending Privileges
-Tuition Discounts and Advance Notice On Education Programs
-Invitations to Nature Store Open Houses and Special Events
-100% Good Feeling for Supporting Environmental Education

National Audubon Society Members
Did you know that less than $3 of your NAS dues goes to
support ASWP? By joiningFriends of Audubon, you support local
Environmental Education and Conservation.

Support ASWP By Becoming a Member
or Purchasing a Gift Membership

GifMembership*
(complete bath sections)

Please check one: Nev or Renewal Membership

o $25 Individual o $100 Suppotting
o $35  Family o $250 Sponsor
o $50  Contributing o $500 Patron
o $75 Gaden Club o $1000 Benefactor

Your Name Email

Address City

State Zip Phone

Enmployer (for matching gifs)

*If this is a Gift Membership, please complete the following:

Recipient’'s Name

Address City

State Zip Phone

NOTE: Gif memberships will be sent directlyad the recipient

How to list your name on the recipient nte:

Paymentby: _ Check Enclosed __ Credit @4please conplete below)

Credit Cad # ExpiratioreDat

A coyy of the oficial regigration and financial information may be obtained fom the
Pennsyhania Depatment of Sate by calling bll free within Pennsylania 1-800-732-0999.

Regigtration does nd imply endoisement.

www .aswp.org
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