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Audubon Urban Chapters Leaders Gather
This August, leaders from some of the largest Audubon chapters across the

country met at Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve for the Audubon Urban
Chapters Network Annual Meeting. Executive Directors from San Diego,
Portland, Seattle, Golden Gate, Atlanta, and New York City Audubon chapters
spent two days taking part in presentations from National Audubon’s
International Alliances and Public Policy offices and the Student Conservation
Association. They also attended workshops on a wide variety of topics ranging
from strategic planning to board governance.

One of the most valuable aspects of the meeting was the time we directors
spent sharing best practices and new innovations in environmental education
and conservation programming. Although the challenges and opportunities are
different in each city, many things are very similar. The need to engage people—
especially children—in the environment and to instill a sense of respect and
stewardship is a necessity in all areas across the country. 

I’ve had the pleasure of hosting other such meetings in the past, but this one
was a special treat. In addition to the day-long programs, we were able to take a
couple of bird walks and see some areas of the city before and after the meetings.
This was a first-time visit to Pittsburgh for all of the participants and they were
very impressed with the number of trees and overall beauty found within the
City of Pittsburgh. It is always great to “see” the city through the eyes of visitors
as a reminder of just how special this place really is. 

I encourage you, when you’re traveling, to take time to visit local Audubon
chapters. When you’re there, mention that you are a member of ASWP. I’m sure
they will be happy to meet you and will do their best to make your visit even
more enjoyable.

—Jim

Executive Director James A. Bonner

Director of Development Joel Anne Sweithelm

Director of Education Patricia L. O’Neill

Environmental Educators Scott Detwiler
Gabrielle Hughes

Summer Naturalists Rachel Sica
Kerri Villani

Todd Naturalist Sara Homol

Director of Conservation Brian Shema

Facility Assistant Ron Macecevic

Office Manager Barbara Heck

Director of Marketing Rachel Mohr Handel

Accountant Shelley Peconi

Nature Store Manager Ed Dimmerling
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

About Our Cover
Fall leaves and fuzzy galls. Leaves show signs of lots of life, even when they’re off

of the tree.  These oak leaves have been chewed by insects, and the fuzzy growths,
known as galls, are the home of tiny wasp larva. Photo: Cindy Ronbinson

Jim Bonner, ASWPExecutive Director



unusual bird, and arranged for its
donation to Carnegie Museum.  
Those familiar with ASWP history

will recognize the name of teacher
Beulah Frey (see ASWP Bulletin
72:2:6). It is telling that Parkes
provides the details of who made the
discovery, recognizing the
contribution of even the youngest
amateur. 

We are honored to have counted
Dr. Parkes among our members. Our
sympathies go out to his wife Ellen. 

Applejamm Recipe Contest
New for 2007! We don’t just want

you to join us for Applejamm, we want
your recipes, too. To enter the contest,
send us your favorite apple recipe.
Finalists will be selected to make
samples, which will be judged by our
tasting panel at Applejamm. First,
second, and third place prizes will be
awarded.

Native Plants Fall Sale
September 8

The Audubon Center for Native
Plants 2007 Fall Native Plant Sale will
take place September 8, 9:00–2:00, at
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve.
Nearly 75 species of native perennials
will be available for purchase at
discounted prices.  

Remember, planting in the fall
provides plants an opportunity to
establish healthy roots, resulting in a
healthier garden with showier plants! 

Volunteer Naturalist Training
Just a reminder for those who are

interested in joining our Volunteer
Naturalist corps. Training begins
September 10, 9:30–2:30, and
continues for six consecutive
Mondays. Call Scott at 412-963-6100
ext.20, or sdetwiler@aswp.org.

Kenneth C. Parkes 
1922-2007

Two years ago, at our Annual
Banquet, ASWP presented its highest
honor, Honorary Life Membership, to Dr.
Kenneth Parkes, in recognition of the
immense contributions he made to
ornithology and conservation
throughout his life. This summer, we
were saddened to learn that Dr. Parkes
passed away at the age of 84.

Dr. Parkes served as the curator of
the birds section at Carnegie Museum
of Natural History from until 1965
until he retired in 1996. Among his
many contributions is the development
of the Humphrey-Parkes method of
classifiying avian molts that is still
used in the field today. 

Dr. Parkes was mentored early on by
another great western Pennsylvania
ornithologist, W.E. Clyde Todd.
Parkes, in turn, impacted many young
researchers. During the 2005 awards
presentation, Bob Mulvihill, field
ornithology projects coordinator at
Powdermill Avian Research Center,
noted that he himself was the recipient
of Dr. Parkes’ guidance. 

Dr. Parkes was also a champion of
amateur ornithologists and birders,
and of the contributions that they
could make. Paul Hess, editor of the
Three Rivers Birding Club newsletter,
The Peregrine,(who has contributed
much to ornithology in his own right)
sent this excerpt from an article by
Parkes in 1968 (Wilson Bulletin80:100-
102). It describes the acquisition of a
hybrid Rose-breasted x Black-headed
Grosbeak:

On 20 May 1966, a schoolboy, David
Mertens, found a grosbeak, obviously ill or
wounded, in Fox Chapel, Allegheny
County, Pennsylvania. He took it to his
teacher, Miss Beulah Frey of Fox Chapel
High School. Miss Frey knew it to be an

ASWP News
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ASWP News

Hunting and poisoning had an early
impact on their numbers, but it was
the pesticide DDT and loss of habitat
that caused Bald Eagle populations to
plummet to just 417 nesting pairs by
the 1960s.  In 1967, Bald Eagles were
listed as endangered under the
Endangered Species Preservation Act,
which would become the  Endangered
Species Act  in 1973. 

Today, US Fish and Wildlife
estimates that there are nearly 10,000
breeding pairs in the lower 48 states.
This comeback is the result of a huge
national effort that involved
governement at the federal and state
levels, private landowners, and tribal
agencies.  The most important factors
were the banning of DDT in 1972, the
reintroduction of  birds into the wild,
and protection of critical eagle habitat.
The recovery of our national symbol is
undoubtedly one of the highest profile
management success stories in the
history of the ESA.

But managing eagles would seem to
be Conservation 101 compared to
managing Canada Geese. 

Most people would scoff at the idea
that Canada Geese are in any danger of
decline. They outnumber golfers on the
greens of many local courses, and
wandering goose families are a source
of nuisance, or delight (depending on
your perspective) at many parks
around the region.  And yet our
burgeoning goose population is, to a
large extent, the result of management
decisions made to bolster a dwindling
migratory goose population. 

During the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, you were only likely to see
Canada Geese in western Pennsylvania
during their northward and southward
migrations.  These birds, part of the
Atlantic Population, nested in the

Two birds have been making

headlines locally and nationally this

summer, for two very different reasons.

In June, the Bald Eagle was officially

removed from the Endangered Species

Act’s “threatened” list, a move that was

expectedly hailed as a conservation

milestone for both the bird, and the act

itself. Meanwhile, here in Western

Pennsylvania, controversy arose over

the lethal measures taken to control

North Park’s burgeoning Canada

Goose population. On the surface it

may not seem that these two stories

have much of anything in common. But

an examination of their histories over

the last century provides an interesting

portrait of how humans manage

wildlife — and how decisions that

involve complex ecological

interactions can have unforeseen

consequences. 
When Europeans first came to

North America, it is estimated that
there may have been as many as
100,000 nesting eagles in the lower 48
states  and over 118,000 breeding pairs
of Canada Geese in the Atlantic flyway
alone. With settlement and increased
human contact the population paths
of these two species took some
interesting, and often dramatic turns.
Today, the fates of both the eagle and
the goose have been largely shaped by
human management.

While it may be hard for us to
imagine now, Bald Eagles were once
seen as a nuisance species, with
bounties placed on their heads.

A tale of two birds 
Gabi Hughes, ASWP Environmental Educator

Canada Goose: Joe Kosack/PGC photo Bald Eagles: Hal Korber/PGCphoto
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arctic and subarctic, and wintered
from Chesapeake Bay southward. By
the 1930s, the birds, which were highly
valued by sport hunters and
birdwatchers alike, had started to
decline. According to the Penn State’s
College of  Agricultural Sciences, state
and federal agencies (in an effort to
boost populations and increase
recreational opportunities) began to
stock birds in Pennsylvania from other
areas of the country beginning in the
1930s.  And that’s when the trouble
started.  Those stocked Canada Geese
came from a population in the mid-
west that was non-migratory, also
known as resident. 

While all of theese geese are Canada
Geese, they are not all the same “race.”
The mid-western resident geese are
one of 11 races that nest within the
lower 48 states, and migrate very short
distances, if at all.  Their behavior and
life history is quite different from the
migratory populations that nest in
Canada. Resident geese are bigger,
they have more young, with higher
survival rates, and they are more
comfortable around human activity.
These factors have combined to help
stocked resident populations
skyrocket even as the migratory
populations have continued to decline.
The Atlantic Population (the migratory
racee) saw numbers plummet 75%
from 1988 through the 1990s.  And
while they are still the same species,
there does not seem to be much
evidence of breeding between resident
and migratory geese, even though there
may be some flock mixing during
migration stopovers. 

This has left wildlife management
agencies with the sticky situation of
having to develop very different

management strategies for geese based
on where and when they occur; and
perhaps the more difficult situation of
explaining that strategy to a public
that largely sees a goose as a goose,
period. As an example, in the 1990s
while resident Canada Goose
populations had farmers, landowners,
and park-goers clamoring for control
measures, the record low numbers of
migratory geese caused a 5-year
hunting moratorium to be
implemented in the Atlantic Flyway. 

The resident goose management
controversy came to a head in western
Pennsylvania when Allegheny County
officials authorized the killing of 272
Canada Geese in North Park. The park
cited damages to vegetation, as well as
health risks to people as factors
influencing their decision. They also
pointed to the fact that 10 years of
non-lethal methods had not had
enough of an impact on goose
numbers.  

Opponents of the measure claim
that besides being inhumane, the
killings were a violation of the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and have
staged very vocal and public protests.  

The Canada Goose story may be a
far cry from the Bald Eagle story. And
yet, consider Alaska, where eagle
numbers never suffered the declines of
the lower 48. Homer City Council last
year enacted a ban on feeding eagles
and other large predatory birds, saying
the feedings posed public health risks,
and could be a hazard  to nearby
airport traffic.  

And while the Bald Eagle recovery
strategy is fairly straightforward, it
has not been without some
controversy. In May 2007, USFish and
Wildlife Service issued National Bald

Eagle Management Guidelines, which
are intended to give landowners and
developers guidance as to which
actions are still prohibited by law
under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act, and the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act. The document also gives
non-binding recommendations for
minimizing human impact and
disturbance to the birds. Some groups,
such as Center for Biological Diversity,
fear that one consequence of de-listing
is that it is somewhat unclear how
much protection will still be afforded
Bald Eagle habitat as landowners seek
to develop property that would have
been restricted under the ESA.  

The example of the Canada Goose
and the Bald Eagle illustrate that
species conservation does not take
place in a vacuum. Management plans
must take into account how species
interact with each other, their
surroundings, and with us — both at
different times, and in different
regions. Public education and dialogue
are critical when dealing with
potentially emotional and contentious
issues.

What do you think? 
At our next Environmental Issues

Forum, we will be examining the issue
of how to deal with resident Canada
Goose populations.  Why have some
populations adapted to more urban
and suburban lifestyles, and how
should we manage “nuisance” flocks?
Join experts who will provide
information on various aspects of the
issue on Wednesday, September 26,
7:00 pm, at Beechwood Farms Nature
Reserve. 
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Q: What’s the orange spaghetti plant in the
meadow at Beechwood?

Ask the Naturalist

If you have been hiking our trails

here at Beechwood Farms Nature

Reserve in the past several summers,

you may have noticed a strange plant

tangled among the goldenrod in several

places in our meadows. It looks like

someone tossed a big loose wad of

bright orange strings into the field. It’s

called dodder, and if you look more

closely, you’ll see some very interesting

things going on.

For one, you’ll notice that the plant

has no proper leaves of its own. They

are technically there, but they have

been reduced to mere scales. In fact,

you’ll find no green at all anywhere on

the plant. It is nearly devoid of

chlorophyll, and does not make its

own food by photosynthesis. To see

how it gets food, you’ll need to look

even closer. You’ll discover that the

bright orange stems are wrapped

tightly around other plants. In fact,

you can even see where the stems of

the dodder physically attach to the

stems and leaves of other plants. The

dodder is gaining its energy by sucking

its nutrition out of the plant to which

it is attached. Dodder is indeed a

parasite for plants, like a tick or a

tapeworm in the animal world. In

response to this drain, the host plants

are not usually directly killed, but can

be weakened and more vulnerable to

other diseases and environmental

stresses.

Dodder has a white or cream flower

in late summer. Northern species are

annuals. The seed has just enough

energy for the plant to sprout in the

spring to find a new host. After

establishing itself on its host, the

dodder’s attachment to the ground

withers. It then spreads directly from

plant to plant. For a long time,

scientists did not know how the plant

located suitable hosts, as not just any

plant will work. (Grasses, for example,

don’t host dodder).  Theories

considered heat or moisture coming

from potential host. But just recently

researchers reported that the plant can

actually “smell” its victim,

discriminating among plant species for

the appropriate host. By smell, we

mean to identify chemical compounds

in the air, which is exactly what our

own noses do for us. In the laboratory,

researchers would waft the scents

from tomato or wheat plants at the

young dodder. The dodder would turn

its tendrils toward the tomato scent,

which is a host, but away from the

scent of wheat, which is not a host. 

Some dodder species can be

significant agricultural and landscape

pests. On the other hand, some of our

native Pennsylvania species are rare

enough to be considered threatened;

most of those species favor wetlands.

Any plant can be a nuisance if it is

growing where you don’t want it to

be. Here at Beechwood, it’s behaving

itself so far with our current meadow

management procedures. In fact,

visitors and staff have found it to be

quite a source of fascination.

Scott Detwiler, ASWP Environmental Educator

Emerald Ash Borer in
Western PA

The Emerald Ash Borer, an
invasive beetle from Asia that is
responsible for killing over 20
million trees in eastern North
America, has been confirmed in
Allegheny and Butler Counties. To
help slow the spread of the beetle,
PA Department of Agriculture has
imposed a quarantine in Butler,
Allegheny, Beaver, and Lawrence
Counties restricting the movement
of ash nursery stock, green lumber
and any other ash material,
including logs, stumps, roots, and
branches, and all wood chips from
the quarantined area. Due to the
difficulty in distinguishing between
species of hardwood firewood, all
hardwood firewood—including ash,
oak, maple, and hickory—are
considered quarantined. To learn
more, please visit the Department
of Conservation and Natural
Resources website at
dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/fpm_invas
ives_EAB.aspx



Fox Chapel
10:00 am–11:15 am
Reservations required; 
Limit: 12 parent/child pairs

Western Pennsylvania 
Mushroom Club
Cooking with Mushrooms 
Tuesday, September 18 
Learn what you need to know to cook wild
mushrooms
Ages: All
Free
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel
7:00 pm

Piccadilly Herb Club
Heirloom Tomatoes
Thursday, September 20 
Barbara Kline of Mildred’s Daughters
Urban Farm will present on the history
and varieties of heirloom tomatoes.
Includes tomato tastings.
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Upcoming Events

Wednesday Walks
Wednesdays, 
September 5, 12, 19, 26
Stroll our footpaths with our naturalists.
Ages: All
Free
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel 
9:00 am

No reservations needed

Adult Eco-Series
Forest Succession in Action
Saturday, September 8
Join naturalist, Chuck Tague, to explore
the fascinating dynamics of ecological
succession. This 2-hour field experience
will provide you with insight into the
factors that affect the location and
structure of western PA’s forest habitats.
Along the trails, you will gain a deeper
understanding of native plant function,
early fall foliage, and winter survival
strategies that begin in late summer. 
Ages: Adults
$5 for members; $10 per nonmember
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel 
10:00 am–12:00 pm 
Reservations required; Limit: 15

Fledglings
Chattering Chipmunks
Thursday, September 13
CHIP! CHIP! CHIP!  Little fledglings will
search for these “cheeky” mammals on the
trails and learn about their unique
behaviors. 
Ages: 3–5 years of age, with an adult or
caregiver present
$8 per member pair; 
$10 per nonmember pair
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve

SeptemberHIGHLIGHTS

Registration
By mail
Send payment (check or cc #) with:

-your name 
-program name
-number and age of participants

ASWP 
614 Dorseyville Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238

By phone
412-963-6100

In person at the Nature Store

Individuals may cancel up to 72 hours
(three days) in advance of program and
receive a full refund.

Adults
Adult Eco-Series Topics:
Forest Succession 7
Leopold Education Project 9
Project Feederwatch 9

Environmental Issues Forum 8
Buffalo Creek Watershed 
Workshop at Todd 8

EE on the Schoolground 8

Children
Fledglings Topics:
Chattering Chipmunks 7
A Fly in the Sky 8
Budding Artists 9

Scouts:
Scout Badge Day 8
Bird Merit Badgeand
All About Birds Interest Project 10

Creatures of the Night 9

Families/All Ages
Family WalkAbout Topics:
Fall Foliage 9
Talkin’ Turkey 9

Applejamm 8
Piccadilly Herb Club:
Heirloom Tomatoes 7
Herb Garden 8
National Herb Day 8
European Christmas Designs 10

Western Pa Mushroom Club
Cooking With Mushrooms 7
Election of Officers 9
Lichens and Fungi 9

Christmas Bird Count 10

continued on pg 8



Fledglings
A Fly in the Sky
Thursday, October 11
Busy fledglings will discover buzzy fall
insects. Discover who’s still out and about
and why they are so active!
Ages: 3–5 years of age, with an adult or
caregiver present
$8 per member pair
$10 per nonmember pair
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel
10:00 am–11:15 am
Reservations required; Limit: 12
parent/child pairs

Scout Badge Day
Saturday, October 13
Troops can fulfill requirements towards
nature-related badges, arrows, try-its or
other awards for most levels of scouting.
Naturalist-led sessions are scheduled on a
first-registered, first-choice basis. Visit
www.aswp.org for a list of badge offerings.
Audience: Scouts with Troop Leaders
$5.00 per scout. Full payment required to
hold reservation.
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel
10:00 am–12:00 pm OR 
1:00 pm–3:00 pm
Registration opens September 1; 
Space is limited and fills quickly

Piccadilly Herb Club
National Herb Day 
Saturday, October 13 
Explore the horticulture and uses of herbs.
Herb plants will be available to touch,
smell and taste. Samples of herbal vinegars,
compound butters and herb breads will be
available for tasting.
Ages: All
Free
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel
10:00 am–12:00 pm
To register, call Barbara Yaunt at 
412-486-5965

Ages: Adults
Free
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel
10:00 am
To register, call Barbara Yaunt at 
412-486-5965

Buffalo Creek Watershed
Workshop at Todd
Saturday, September 15 
Featuring local watershed experts, this
FREE workshop will prepare participants
to become active in projects in the Buffalo
Creek Watershed. All community
members interested in becoming involved
in providing stewardship, or
understanding their role in the watershed
should attend. A boxed lunch is provided.
This program is being funded by EETAP. 
Ages: Adults
Free
Todd Nature Reserve
Sarver, Butler County
10:00 am-4:00 pm
Reservations required; Minimum: 20

Piccadilly Herb Club
Herb Garden
Wednesday, September 25 (Rain
Date September 27) 
Visit the Herb Garden when club members
will be maintaining the garden. 
Ages: All
Free
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel
9:00 am–12:00 pm

Environmental Issues Forum
Managing Canada Geese
Wednesday, September 26 
Most of us have heard about the Canada
Goose issue at North Park this summer.
While many populations of Canada Goose
exhibit normal behaviors, some trade in
their wild side for more domesticated
lifestyles. Why does this happen, and
should we manage these populations as
nuisance species, or as natural populations
that are simply better equipped to adapt to

8 www .aswp.or g

changes in their environments?  Find out
as we explore the issue.
Ages: All
Free
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel
7:00 pm

Applejamm
Saturday, September 29
ASWP’s annual family festival! Make a
scarecrow, find a needle in a haystack,
listen to live music, sip apple cider, enjoy
candy apples and participate in other
crafts, demonstrations and educational
activities throughout the grounds.
Ages: All
Free
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel
10:00 am–4:00 pm

Wednesday Walks
Wednesdays, 
October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
Stroll our footpaths with our naturalists.
Ages: All
Free
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel 
9:00 am
No reservations needed 

Environmental Education on
the Schoolgrounds
Saturday, October 6
Preparing for the science PSSA?  This
workshop demonstrates how teachers can
use the resources and habitats found on
the school grounds to teach environment
and ecology content in a real life setting.
Participants will take home grade
appropriate resources and activities.
Participants should bring a bag lunch and
dress in layers for indoor/outdoor
explorations. 
Audience: K–12 teachers
$50 
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel
9:00 am–3:00 pm
Reservations required

ASWP Events

October 
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Buffalo Creek Watershed Updat e

Watershed Program
•T uesday, August 28, 7 pm
•F reeport Area High School
•No Reservations Required

Watershed Training
•Saturda y, September 15,
10 am–4 pm

•T odd Nature Reserve
•R eservations Required
412-963-6100
OR bshema@aswp.org

Buffalo Creek
Watershed
Conservation Plan 

Public Meeting
•Thur sday, December 6, 

7 pm–8 pm
•F reeport Area High School

Draft Conservation Plan
Review and Comment

Upcoming Events

While there are a number of groups that work throughout the Buffalo Creek

Watershed to protect and improve specific natural and recreational assets of

the valley, no group is currently concentrating on public awareness and the

coordination of projects throughout the entire area. Audubon Society of

Western Pennsylvania (ASWP) is looking for volunteers who would like to

learn more about the natural history of the area, and in particular, assist in the

stewardship of the watershed. We are looking to create and support a team of

individuals who would work to improve watershed recreation opportunities,

promote awareness of watershed issues, and create, enhance, or protect

watershed habitats.

Join us for an informational program at 7:00 on Tuesday, August 28th at the

Freeport Area High School where we will discuss the various opportunities

available to you including:

· Development of watershed clean-up days

· Stream-bank fencing and other waterway protection projects

· Invasive plant-species control

· Water quality and exotic pest monitoring programs

· Endangered Species monitoring and habitat projects

· Development of  improved access to Buffalo Creek and youth/handicapped

accessibility

We also encourage any of you who are ready to get your hands wet to join us

for a workshop focused on water quality and water monitoring techniques.

This workshop will prepare participants to become active in projects in the

Buffalo Creek Watershed. The workshop is FREE and a boxed lunch is

provided. It will be held at Todd Nature Reserve on September 15th from 9:00

to 3:00.

More information on these programs, as well as reservations for the

workshop can be made by contacting Brian Shema, at 412-963-6100 or

bshema@aswp.org. 

Audubon Society of Western PA
Announces Watershed Programs

A Bulle tin Supplement f or Residents of t he Buf falo Creek Watershed



It has been described as a uniquely diverse and naturally important area

for over a century, but in the near future, the Buffalo Creek Valley will be

challenged with a desire to maintain its rural character and natural

landscapes while increasingly becoming part of the burgeoning suburbs of

Pittsburgh. Arriving at a successful resolution to these and other issues

requires that the watershed’s stakeholders find common ground and plan

for the future with common goals. 

The Pennsylvania Rivers Conservation Program (PA RCP) was

established by the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural

Resources (DCNR) to conserve and enhance river resources through

preparation and accomplishment of locally initiated river conservation

plans. The program provides technical and financial assistance to

municipalities, river support groups, and other organizations to carry out

planning, implementation, and development

activities in the watershed. It is through this

program that the community members in the

Buffalo Creek Valley will have a voice in the

direction of their quality of life, and the

resulting plan will provide direction and will

bolster community support of local

initiatives. 

In 2005, Audubon Society of Western

Pennsylvania (ASWP) was selected by

DCNR to administer a watershed

conservation plan for Buffalo Creek and its

tributaries under the PA RCP. Because

ASWP’s membership region covers the entire

watershed, and because of its long history in

the valley, the organization was viewed as

the foremost organization to undertake this

endeavor. Soon after accepting the role,

ASWP worked to raise the $120,000 needed

Buffalo Creek Watershed
Conservation Plan

PUBLIC MEETING

December 6th, 2007
7:00PM

Freeport Area High
School

This meeting will present the
DRAFT Conservation Plan 

and will initiate the 
Public Review and Comment 

portion of the planning
process.
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Buffalo Creek Watershed encompasses 18 municipalities in Butler and Armstrong counties. 
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www .aswp.or g aswp3

Bulletin Supplement

to complete the project and sought

participation from local landowners,

businessmen, farmers, sportsmen, and

conservation organizations to serve on

a steering committee.

After 12 months of coordination and

oversight from the steering committee,

GAI Consultants Inc. was selected as

the consulting firm to work on the

planning process. George Reese, a

long-time resident of Buffalo Township

and Environmental Manager for GAI

Consulting Inc. was appointed as the

Project Manager on behalf of the firm.

Brian Shema, ASWP Director of

Conservation was appointed project

coordinator on behalf of ASWP. 

Local public meetings were held in

February, and information regarding what local community members thought were the most important attributes of the

watershed and the most important threats to the watershed was collected. Committee members and members of the general

public assisted in identifying key people to interview to gain specific information about the watershed. Numerous

interviews of public and private stakeholders were conducted based on these recommendations. 

George Reese has worked diligently in compiling information gathered during these meetings and interviews. Throughout

the fall of 2007, his team will continue to work on completing a draft conservation plan. 

Because public participation is critical in preparing this plan for the watershed, we continue to seek participation from

community members. A public

meeting will be held on December

6th, 7PM at the Freeport Area High

School to introduce the draft

Watershed Conservation Plan. All

community members are encouraged

to attend the meetings to review the

plan so we may receive your input.

The final plan will incorporate  ideas,

concerns, and issues brought up

through this round of public

meetings. 

Additional information regarding

the watershed conservation plan and

upcoming public meetings can be

found at ASWP’s website,aswp.org/rcp,

or by contacting Brian Shema,

bshema@aswp.org or 412-963-6100. 

“One can stand on the crest of a knoll in a little country burial ground
within its boundaries and view the land around it. The western sun lights up
the timbered dome of Bell’s Knob arched in green on the eastern horizon. The
fertile farms around it were a prairie in the midst of a timbered wilderness on
which lush grasses grew and lured the buffalo and deer from forest retreats,
where, when men first visited it, they found the buffalo feeding upon it and
called it the Buffalo Lands. It is bordered by precipitous hills clothed in the
dark green of pines and hemlock mingled with the lighter tones of the annuals.
Nearer, and deeper within its narrow valley, the Little Buffalo Creek flows
southward into the Big Buffalo to the Allegheny River, the Ohio of old,
‘Beautiful River’ of the Indians.”                   

Francis Harbison, 1941

ASWP invites local teacher
to meet Mutual of Omaha’s
“WIld Kingdom” star
Jacqueline Pfeiffer, 3rd Grade teacher
from South Butler Primary School, was
excited to have the opportunity to meet
former host of Mutual of Omaha’s
“Wild Kingdom” Peter Gros at
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve.
After learning that Ms. Pfeiffer and her
3rd grade class took part in a program
centered on the Wild Kingdom
television show, ASWP invited her to
meet the host of the show when he
visited Pittsburgh in July.
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ASWP and the Buffalo Creek Valley
Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania (ASWP) has a long history in

the Buffalo Creek Valley dating back to the early 1940s when W.E. Clyde
Todd donated the initial 90 acres that became the core of Todd Nature
Reserve. Over the years, we have continued to grow the reserve to its current
176 public acres with 5 miles of trails and another 110 acres not yet accessible
by the public. Recently, we were able to acquire a conservation easement on a
neighboring farm (helping insure that it will stay a farm) and will shortly add
another 42 acres to the public portion of the reserve.

Throughout the year, we offer educational programs at both Todd and in
local schools. Several years ago, the Buffalo Creek Watershed was declared an
Important Bird Area and ASWP has been conducting point count bird
censuses to track changes in the local bird populations. Combined with our
earlier records from Todd Nature Reserve and recorded observations from
W. E. Clyde Todd himself, we have information going back over 100 years.

Now, in conjunction with the Rivers Conservation Plan, we are pleased to
announce our new initiative to work throughout the watershed to raise
awareness about the unique and special nature of the Buffalo Creek Valley
and to provide opportunities to get directly involved with its protection and
enhancement. We encourage you to attend the upcoming programs and
workshops and to find a way to become involved with the work that ASWP
is doing throughout the community.

614 Dorseyville Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15238

www.aswp.org

is not just streams and
rivers, it is the LAND and

COMMUNITY that surrounds
them.  Find out how you can
be involved in YOURBuffalo

Creek Valley watershed. 

A WATERSHED

U.S.
Postage



Creatures of the Night
Friday, October 26 OR
Saturday, October 27
Delight in this non-scary Halloween
experience and trick-or-treat with the
animals. Fireflies guide you on a trailside
hike to encounter larger-than-life
nocturnal creatures. Hear the hoot of
Great Horned Owl, observe the acrobatics
of Flying Squirrel, prickle your
imagination with Porcupine, play ‘possum
with Opossum, and create a stink with
Skunk*!  Snacks, drinks, crafts and story-
telling are provided. Come in costume for
twice the fun!*creatures vary.

Ages: All
$4 per member 
$5 per nonmember 
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel
6:30 pm OR 7:30 pm
Reservations required; Space is limited

Fledglings
Budding Artists
Thursday, November 8
Fledglings will explore the shapes, colors
and textures of nature to create a
masterpiece of their own.
Ages: 3–5 years of age, with an adult 
or caregiver present
$8 per member pair; 
$10 per nonmember pair
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel
10:00 am–11:15 am
Reservations required; 
Limit: 12 parent/child pairs

Adult Eco-Series
Project FeederWatch
Training
Saturday, November 10
Project FeederWatch, operated by the
Cornell Lab of Ornithology in partnership
with the National Audubon Society, Bird
Studies Canada, and Canadian Nature
Federation, is a winter-long survey of
birds that visit feeders at backyards,

www .aswp.or g 9

ASWP Events

Family WalkAbout
Fall Foliage
Sunday, October 14
Surround yourself in autumn’s striking
colors. Learn how to identify trees by their
colors and discover the animals that
depend on fall flowers and trees.
Ages: All
Free for members; $5 per nonmember
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel 
2:00 pm–4:00 pm
Reservations required; Limit: 25

Western Pennsylvania 
Mushroom Club
Election of Officers & Open
Forum 
Tuesday, October 16 
Club officers will be elected and club
members will share mushroom stories,
experiences, and slides. Results of the
club’s photography contest will be
announced.
Ages: All
Free
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel
7:00 pm

Adult Eco-Series
Leopold Education Project
Saturday, October 20
The Leopold Education Project is an
innovative, interdisciplinary educational
curriculum based on the classic writing of
the renowned conservationist, Aldo
Leopold. This workshop will help you to
learn more about Leopold, his land-ethic
philosophy, and humanity’s ties to the
natural world. Participants will receive a
high-quality curriculum for the classroom
or group study. 
Audience: Adults, teachers of grades 
6—12, and interested youth
$10 for members; $15 per nonmember
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel 
10:00 am–2:30 pm 
Reservations required; Limit: 15

nature centers, community areas, and other
locales in North America. ASWP will
prepare you to be a FeederWatcher,
supporting our efforts in this important
citizen science project. 
Ages: Adults
$4 per member; $5 per nonmember
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel
10:00 am–12:00 pm 
Reservations required; Limit: 15

Family WalkAbout
Talkin’ Turkey
Sunday, November 11
How much do you know about
November’s favorite bird? Hit the trails to
spot wild turkeys while participating in
our turkey challenge! Open to toms and
hens of all ages.
Ages: All
Free for members; $5 per nonmember
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel 
2:00 pm–4:00 pm
Reservations required; Limit: 25

Western Pennsylvania 
Mushroom Club
Lichens and Fungi 
Tuesday, November 20 
Learn about lichens, the incredible
symbiotic relationship between algae and
fungus.
Ages: All
Free
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel
7:00 pm

November

P
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Harrison Hills County Park
Saturday September 15
Meet leader Jim Valimont (412-828-5338)
at this county park off Freeport Road
between Natrona Heights and Freeport. As
you enter the park, bear left and meet in
the first parking lot on the left at 8:15 am
for this morning walk in search of
migrants. Dress for wet grass and mud.
Previous fall outings have produced a nice
variety of warblers (including Cape May
and Wilson's), Philadelphia and Yellow-
throated Vireos, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks,
and Scarlet Tanagers.

Fox Chapel Parks
Sunday September 23
Steve and Sue Thomas (412-782-4696) will
lead this outing to several different parks
and nature reserves in the Fox Chapel area
in search of migrant and resident species.
Meet at Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
at 614 Dorseyville Road at 7:30 am. Be
prepared for muddy trails!

Pymatuning Area
Sunday September 30
Meet leader Bob VanNewkirk (412-366-
1694 or email atvan126@comcast.net)
at the Pymatuning Wildlife Learning
Center (Waterfowl Museum) at 8:00 am
for this all day outing. Plenty of waterfowl,
lots of Bald Eagles, migrant songbirds
should be around for this trip. Dress
appropriately for the weather. We are
trying late September this time, to possibly
avoid snow which was the hallmark of
recent trips. Bring a lunch or join us as we
stop for lunch at a local restaurant.

Visit www.3rbc.orgfor additional events.

Piccadilly Herb Club
European Christmas Designs 
Thursday, November 15 
Georgeanna Spinello of Buttercup Floral in
Murrysville will demonstrate European
style floral Christmas designs.
Arrangements will be raffled off at the end
of the program.
Ages: All
Free
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel
10:00 am
To register, call Barbara Yaunt at 
412-486-5965

Save the Dates:

Workshop for Boy Scouts:
Bird Study Merit Badge 

Workshop for Girl Scouts:
All About Birds
Interest Project 

Saturday, December 8
Interested in the fastest-growing outdoor
activity in America?  Bird Study Merit
Badge and All About Birds Interest
Projects are fun, easy, andcan be earned in
one day!  Fee includes instruction,
materials, supplies, and lunch.
Audience:  Eagle Scout candidates and
Cadette/Senior Girl Scouts
$20 per scout
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve
Fox Chapel
9:00 am–4:00 pm
Registration required

Christmas Bird Counts
Buffalo Creek Valley  
Saturday December 15

Pittsburgh Area
Saturday, December 29
Take part in this yearly tradition now in
its 108th year. Full details will be in the
next issue. 

ASWP Events
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Frick Park
Sunday, September 2 
Join leader Jack Solomon (412-521-3365)
for the first fall outing at Frick!  Frick Park
is an excellent migrant trap that can
sometimes have a great variety of
warblers. Meet at the Frick Environmental
Center parking lot off Beechwood
Boulevard at 7:30 am.

The Environmental Center is located at
2005 Beechwood Blvd. It is just north of
Forbes Ave., in Pittsburgh's Squirrel Hill
section.

Sewickley Heights Borough
Park
Fridays September 7 and 21 
Bob VanNewkirk (412-366-1694 or email
at van126@comcast.net) will lead this
joint bird walk with the Fern Hollow
Nature Center and 3RBC at the Sewickley
Heights Borough Park. The walks will
begin at 8:00 am starting from the upper
parking lot. Some trails may be muddy.
Bring water and pack a lunch if you like to
stay into the afternoon.

Presque Isle State Park
Sunday September 9
Bob VanNewkirk (412-366-1694 or email
at van126@comcast.net) will lead us at one
of the state’s prime locations for seeing fall
migrants. Meet at 8:00 am in the first
parking lot on the right as you enter the
park. The park is at the north end of
Route 832 just west of the city of Erie.
Bring a lunch.

Steve Thomas, Three Rivers Birding Club 
Outings Coordinator

December

Birding Events 



Precious Metal Feeders
The Audubon Nature Store would

like to let everyone know that we now
carry the Precious Metalsseries of bird
feeders from Droll Yankee.  These
feeders are available in four different
finishes: Copper, Copper Patina,
Platinum, and Gold.  These finishes are
anodized and as a result they will not
chip or peel.  Not even our friend the
squirrel can harm the finish on these
feeders. The result is a product that
will maintain its good looks for years
to come.  As with every feeder from
Droll Yankee, the Precious Metalseries
comes with a lifetime guarantee.  Stop
in and check out the new selections.
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Nature Store

The Audubon Nature Store

Special Savings
While you’re in the store don’t

forget to check out the clearance table
where everything is 50% off!  You will
find a wide array of products at one
time blow-out prices. 

Stop in and see us!

Extended hours! 
Open until 7 pm on

Tuesdays!

Wednesday thru
Saturday 

9:00–5:00
Sunday 

1:00-5:00

Holiday Sale
We know that it hardly feels like

the time to be thinking of winter
holidays, but November and December
will be here before you know it.
Remember that the Audubon Nature
Store is a great place to get unique gifts
for every nature lover.  We carry a full
range of field guides for everything
from birds to stars; our bookshelves are
full of great titles both informational
and inspirational; outdoor enthusiasts
will find compasses and walking
sticks; birdfeeders are always a great
gift; and for  the kids we have nature-
themed books, games, plush animals,
and more. Our Annual Holiday Sale in
December is a great time to shop, with
discounts on all of your favorite gift
items. Look for details in the next issue
of the Bulletin.

Ed Dimmerling, ASWP Nature Store Manager

As summer is winding down, fall begins to occupy our thoughts with things like
back to school, or getting that last trip in. But, don’t forget that autumn is a wonderful
time to be out in the field.  Birds on the wing, the changing light, and of course the
beautiful foliage colors we all take for granted.  To help you enjoy this special time of
year, and get a jump on the holidays, the Audubon Nature Store will offer all optics
(binoculars and spotting scopes) on sale at a 20% discount for the entire month of
October!  Unbelievable?  You betcha, but true none the less.  Stop in and check out the
selection — everything from entry level to top of the line — and take advantage of this
fantastic offer.  Just mention that you saw this in the Bulletin.

OCTOBER IS OPTICS MONTH —20% off!

Shop online at 
www.aswp.org
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ASWP Scrapbook

Secret Garden Party and Tour

June was the time for outdoor fun, and plenty of folks came out to enjoy a fine
summer evening at ASWP’s 16th annual Secret Garden Party. Everyone enjoyed
music, great food from the Common Plea, the Secret Garden Tour signature drink
— the Magnolia Warbler,live birds of prey, and a live auction emceed by WTAE’s
Sally Wiggin. Clockwise from top right: Jessica Walliser and Doug Oster came out to
promote their fantastic bookGrow Organic; Dan and Nancy Fales find good
company in Mary Odom (at right);Don Lightner and Cynthia Cooley could be
talking about photography or painting, or maybe just flowers; special guest of
honor Walter Jones shared the evening with his daughter Nancy Artz and
granddaughter Casey; but still found time to pose with event chair Allison
Burgan.  For more on the Secret Garden Tour and Party, please see page 14.

Joel Anne Sweithelm, ASWP Director of Development
Rachel Handel, ASWP Director of Marketing
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Audubon Center for Native Plants

Right under our noses a land grab of

gargantuan proportions is well

underway. Control of invasive plant

species is a requirement for

maintaining biological diversity and

sense of place. If you own property,

you have an opportunity to create, by

your vigilant action, a biologically rich

island planted with native species and

relatively free of invasives.

Invasive plants take hold readily

where ground has been disturbed.

They are second only to habitat loss—

in fact, they are a form of habitat

loss—among threats to the survival of

our native plants and, therefore, to the

survival of our insects, birds and

mammals. Some have been introduced

with good intentions, others arrived

accidentally. Once loosed from the

natural controls of their native

ecosystems, they run rampant. 

When we first moved into our

home, a thorny tangle of multiflora

rose grew along the wood’s edge at the

back of our lot. Multiflora rose is

among a growing number of invasive

plant species displacing natives in our

area. Following advice from Sara

Stein’s book, Planting Noah’s Garden, I

cut them back to their central crowns

and painted the stubs with full

strength glyphosate (Roundup) in

October — late enough in the growing

season so that the plants’ sap is moving

to the roots in preparation for

dormancy. The herbicide must be

applied within an hour of making the

last cut or the stem will callous and

block it from entering the plant. This

method, which can be used for woody

plants in general, uses the smallest

possible amount of herbicide. (Always

follow safety instructions printed on

herbicide labels.)

Other species I patrol for regularly

are:

• Garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata) —

biennial. Pull when the soil is moist.

The plant is shaped like an “L”, the

root perpendicular to the stem, so

pull from soil level. You can make a

pile of the plants and allow it to

decompose — never to be used as

compost — or you can put them in

black plastic and allow them to

“cook” for a month before disposing

of them.

• Japanese barberry (Berberis

thunbergii) — a small thorny shrub.

Still available in the nursery trade,

it is widely planted in yards because

it is deer resistant. Dig and put in

the trash.

• Japanese stilt grass (Microstegium

vimineum)— annual. Pull before it

blooms.

• Japanese knotweed (Fallopia

japonica)— a perennial monster.

Learn to recognize the seedlings. No

yard is immune. If you already have

an infestation, treat it on a hot,

humid day anytime from July

through September. Cut each stem

between two leaf nodes and, using a

squeeze bottle (like one used for

dishwashing detergent), squirt a

35% solution of glyphosate into the

cut stem.

I have only mentioned a few of the

long list of invasive plants which are

plaguing our area. Further information

can be found at your local library or on

the internet or by contacting us here at

the Audubon Center for Native Plants. 

A note about herbicides: ASWP uses and

recommends the use of glyphosate-based

herbicides (such as Roundup), because of it’s

method of action, minimum residual, and

relatively low risk to humans. This does not

include Roundup® Extended Control Weed &

Grass Killer Plus Weed Preventer, which

contains additional chemicals that remain in

the soil. Always follow product application

and safety instructions. 

The Great American Land Grab
Carol Smith, ACNP Volunteer

PA’s Least Wanted: left to right Garlic Mustard (Lynn Sosnoskie, Univ. of Georgia), Japanese
Stiltgrass (David J. Moorhead, Univ. of Georgia), Japanese Knotweed(Jan Samanek, State
Phytosanitary Administration).  Photos: forestryimages.org.
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Memorials and Honors

In Memory 

Nearly 200 people enjoyed a
southern-inspired evening on June 23
as ASWP held its annual Secret
Garden Party on the grounds at
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve. 

The highlight of the Party was
ASWP’s recognition of its Guest of
Honor, Walter Jones.  A long-time
ASWP volunteer and former Board
member, Walter is a former instructor
and coach at Shady Side Academy and
is well-known for his lovely watercolor
paintings.  The original watercolor that
Walter painted for the event was
included in the live auction.*

“When I was growing up, my
playground was the woods, and that
excitement has never left me,” said
Jones. “It was one of the things that
attracted me to Beechwood. It is most
interesting for me to see the young
children come to Beechwood, and
watch their excitement when they
explore the property,” he said.  “It is

like reliving my childhood in many
ways.” Walter also shared his
admiration of ASWP’s staff and their
capabilities and ingenuities, and
encouraged everyone to find a way to
get involved by volunteering at
Beechwood

The Secret Garden Tour was held
the following day and featured five
distinctive gardens, all located in Fox
Chapel. The Party and Tour are
ASWP’s biggest fundraiser, with over
$43,000 being raised this year.  All
proceeds benefit ASWP’s educational
programs.  

To learn more about the Party and
Tour, or to join next year’s committee,
please contact Joel Anne Sweithelm, at
412-963-6100, x12.

*A limited number of signed/numbered prints
of Walter’s painting is available on a first-
come first-serve basis. Contact Joel Anne at
the number above.

In Recognition 

ASWP Celebrates its 16th Annual
Secret Garden Party and Tour

ASWP would like to thank this

year’s Secret Garden Committee Chair,

Allison Burgan, and the Secret Garden

Committee Members, garden owners,

our Event Sponsor, Mellon Financial

Corporation; and our Premier

Sponsors:  Party Host, PNC Financial

Services; Medrad; Prudential Preferred

Realty; and UPMC Health Plan.  A

complete list of our committee

members and sponsors can be found at

www.aswp.org/sgt07.

Susan and Mark Kaiser’s wedding
Uncle Don, Aunt Shirley, Rhonda,
Bill, Glenn and Tommi

Bill Sayles
Louis and Mary Ann Marsico

Walter Jones
Joan and John Ammer
Peggy Jayme
Helen Mathieson
Mrs. Lawrence W. Mayer
Suzanne C. McNally
Connie and Bruce Morrison
Anne and Scott Reid
Alison and William Strome

Ruth B. (Boyer) Liller
Bill Robison
Doris Strange
William Wilkerson

James J. Steiner
Dr. and Mrs. Albert Amshel

Charlotte Morse
Kathleen Lyons

ASWP thanks...

Joel Anne Sweithelm, ASWP Director of Development

Walter Jones beautiful watercolor is available as a limited edition print.
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ASWP Gratefully Acknowledges the
Generous Support Received from the

Following Corporations, 
Foundation, and Trust Funds

$25,000 
Laurel Foundation

$15,000
Clapp Charitable & Educational Trust
Western PA Watershed 

Program/Community Foundation for 
the Alleghenies

$5,000 -$10,000
Dominion Foundation and Matching Gift 

Program
Equitable Resources Foundation
The Florence Boyer Foundation
Fox Chapel District Association
Giant Eagle Foundation
Hawksglen Foundation
H.J. Heinz Company Foundation
pair Networks, Inc.
PPG Industries Foundation and Gift 

Matching Program
Remmel Foundation through PNC Charitable 

Trust Grant Review Committee
Roy A. Hunt Foundation

$2,500 - $4,999
Schugar Charitable Trust
The Techs

$1,000 - $2,499
Armstrong Cement & Supply Corporation
Mellon Financial Corporation Fund – Gift 

Matching Program
Michael Baker Corporation
NiSource/Columbia Gas of PA
Reed Smith LLP
Respironics, Inc.
United States Steel Foundation, Inc.

$500 - $999
Amshel Charitable Foundation
Casey Equipment Corporation
Fox Chapel Area Rotary
Matthews International 
Norman C. Ray Trust

$250 - $499
Amcom Office Systems
Desai Family Fund of The Pittsburgh 

Foundation
H.L. Zeve Associates, Inc.
L.E. Sommer & Sons Seville
Moore Family Fund of The Pittsburgh 

Foundation
T.N. Walker, Inc.
Wild Birds Unlimited

Membership

Support ASWP By Becoming a Member
or Purchasing a Gift Membership

Your Name_______________________________ Email___________________

Address_____________________________________ City__________________

State ________ Zip______________ Phone________________________________________

Employer (for matching gifts)___________________________________________________

*If this is a Gift Membership, please complete the following:

Recipient’s Name ____________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________ City__________________

State ________ Zip______________ Phone________________________________________

NOTE:  Gift memberships will be sent directly to the recipient

How to list your name on the recipient note:  _____________________________________

Payment by :  ___ Check Enclosed  ___ Credit Card (please complete below)

Credit Card # _____________________________ Expiration Date __________

o $25 Individual o $100 Supporting

o $35 Family o $250 Sponsor

o $50 Contributing o $500 Patron

o $75 Garden Club o $1000 Benefactor

Membership Benefits
-10% Discount on Nature Store Purchases and Bird Seed
-Subscription to Bulletin Newsletter
-Library and Teacher Resource Center Lending Privileges
-Tuition Discounts and Advance Notice On Education Programs
-Invitations to Nature Store Open Houses and Special Events
-100% Good Feeling for Supporting Environmental Education

National Audubon Society Members
Did you know that less than $3 of your NAS dues goes to
support ASWP? By joining Friends of Audubon, you support local
Environmental Education and Conservation.

A Friends of Audubon Membership Makes a Great Gift
Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania (ASWP),
headquartered at Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve, is a
nonprofit organization supported in large part through
membership dues. 

&

A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the
Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. 
Registration does not imply endorsement. 

Please check one: ____New or Renewal Membership       ____Gift Membership*
(complete both sections)



MISSION STATEMENT

To inspire and educate the people
of Southwestern Pennsylvania to be
respectful and responsible stewards
of the natural world.

HOURS
Tuesday 9 am – 7 pm
Wednesday- Saturday 9 am – 5 pm
Sunday 1 pm – 5 pm

Trails Open Year Round
7 Days a Week
Dawn to Dusk
412-963-6100

DIRECTIONS to Beechwood (From
Pittsburgh)

Take Route 28 north to Route 8
north/Butler exit. Turn right at first
traffic light on to Kittanning Road
which becomes Dorseyville Road.
Travel 4.3 miles and Beechwood
will be on your left. For additional
directions, visit us at
www.aswp.org

614 Dorseyville Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238-1618

Change Is Changeless...

Our summer camp program was bigger
and better than ever this year, with

sessions at Beechwood Farms Nature
Reserve, Winchester Thurston, and

Succop Conservancy.  Summer
naturalists Kerri 

Villani, and Rachel Sica and a team of
four interns (Ashley Knoch, Megan

Murphy, Brian Deal, and Erika
Eggemeyer) kept campers busy learning

all kinds of things from how to use a
compass, to the best place to find a

salamander. As a special treat this year,
campers observed the life cycles of

seven Monarch Butterflies from egg to
adult.  An amazing transformation

...and so it is with Audubon.

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. Post age

PAID
Permit No. 751
Pitt sburgh, P A

DIRECTIONS to Todd Nature Reserve
Take Rt. 28 North to the Butler/Freeport Exit # 17.  Turn right onto
Rt. 356 North, and then right on to Monroe Road  (< 1 mile).  Travel
about 2 miles, and make a right on to Kepple Road.  Travel 1.5 miles
and Todd Nature Reserve will be on your right. Park in the lot and
please sign in at the informational kiosk at the cabin. Trail maps are
located at the kiosk.

A newly emerged Monarch Butterfly.
Photo: Erika Eggemeyer


